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 ANN  ARBOR  CITY  COUNCIL  MINUTES 
 REGULAR  SESSION  -  JUNE  5,  2000 
 
 
The regular session of the Ann Arbor City Council was called to order at 7:35 p.m. in the 
City Hall Council Chamber by Mayor Ingrid B. Sheldon. 
 
Council stood for a moment of silence. 
 
Mayor Sheldon led Council in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
 ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL 
 
PRESENT : Councilmembers Tobi Hanna-Davies, John Hieftje, Joseph Upton, Dee 

Freiberg, Jean Carlberg, Heidi Cowing Herrell, Stephen C. Hartwell, Marcia 
Higgins, Christopher Kolb, Mayor Ingrid B. Sheldon, 10. 

 
ABSENT : Councilmember Elisabeth L. Daley, 1. 
 
 
 INTRODUCTIONS 
 
UNITED STATES ARMY WEEK 
 
Mayor Sheldon presented a proclamation recognizing United States Army Week, June 12-
18, 2000, to SFC McCartney and Cpt. Haffey, of the United States Army Great Lakes 
Recruiting Battalion.  The proclamation recognizes the United States Army=s 225th 
Birthday on June 14, 2000, and thanks those who have served in the army. 
 
 
 PUBLIC COMMENTARY - RESERVED TIME 
 
DONNA ROSE - ACCESSIBLE TRAFFIC CROSSING FOR PEDESTRIANS 
 
Donna Rose, 2313 Packard St., #204, requested Council=s support for pedestrian 
crossings that are accessible to people who are visually impaired and blind.  She reported 
that under the Americans With Disabilities Act, pedestrian crossings with traffic lights are 
required to have accessible crossing devices.  Ms. Rose spoke in support of an audible 
signal system, such as the Polara device, which was recommended by the American 
Council of the Blind and the Ann Arbor Commission on Disability Issues. 
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SAM BRECK - ACCESSIBLE TRAFFIC CROSSING FOR PEDESTRIANS 
 
Sam Breck, 306 Westwood Ave., spoke in support of installing audible pedestrian crossing 
signals in Ann Arbor to make pedestrian crossings accessible to blind and visually impaired 
people.  He urged Council to adopt the resolution of the Ann Arbor Commission on 
Disability Issues, which recommended the Polara pedestrian crossing device. 
 
PAUL CARTMAN - ACCESSIBLE TRAFFIC CROSSING FOR PEDESTRIANS 
 
Paul Cartman, 5 Faust Ct., spoke in support of installing audible pedestrian crossing 
signals to make pedestrian crossings in Ann Arbor accessible to blind and visually impaired 
people.  He supported the recommendations of the Ann Arbor Commission on Disability 
Issues, which recommended the Polara pedestrian crossing system. 
 
MOLLY CHIDSEY - MERCURY THERMOMETER ORDINANCE 
 
Molly Chidsey, 811 Catherine St., representing the National Wildlife Federation, spoke in 
support of the proposed ordinance banning the sale and manufacture of mercury 
thermometers in the city.  Ms. Chidsey stated that the ban will help protect wildlife  and fish 
and help reduce exposure of this neurotoxin to humans.  She reported that U of M and St. 
Joseph hospitals have voluntarily agreed not to use mercury devices. 
 
DOUG COWHERD - MERCURY THERMOMETER ORDINANCE 
 
Doug Cowherd, 1117 Brooks St., Chair of the Huron Valley Group of the Sierra Club, spoke 
in support of the proposed ordinance banning the sale and manufacture of mercury 
thermometers in the city.  He stated that mercury in the environment is a serious threat to 
human health and has an especially negative impact on human development.  Mr. Cowherd 
reported that mercury from thermometers is the largest single source of mercury 
contamination in municipal solid waste. 
 
MARY BETH DOYLE - MERCURY THERMOMETER ORDINANCE 
 
Mary Beth Doyle, 255 Sunset Rd., representing the Ecology Center, spoke in support of the 
proposed ordinance banning the sale and manufacture of mercury thermometers in the city. 
 Ms. Doyle stated that the toxic effects of mercury on human health has been known for 
many years and that mercury thermometers are a significant source of mercury exposure.  
She urged Council=s support of the ordinance. 
 
AUDREY JACKSON - ELECTED OFFICIALS 
 
Audrey Jackson, 2557 Sandalwood Cir., stated that Ann Arbor=s elected officials should 
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not expect thanks for their work on City Council, but should be thankful for citizens giving 
them the privilege to make the decisions that affect everyone=s lives.  Ms. Jackson 
expressed concern with the Αclosed≅  process for the Council candidate search in Ward I. 
 
 
 PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
JEFFREY MICHAEL POWERS BEAUTY SPA REZONING  (ORDINANCE NO. 49-99) 
 
A public hearing was conducted on the proposed amendment to Chapter 55, rezoning of 
0.93 acre from R4D (Multiple-Family Dwelling District) to PUD (Planned Unit Development 
District), Jeffrey Michael Powers Beauty Spa, 385 East Eisenhower Parkway.  Notice of 
public hearing was published May 21, 2000. 
 
There being no one present to speak, the Mayor declared the hearing closed. 
 
JEFFREY MICHAEL POWERS BEAUTY SPA PUD SITE PLAN AND DEVELOPMENT 
AGREEMENT                                                                                                  
 
A public hearing was conducted on the proposed Jeffrey Michael Powers Beauty Spa PUD 
Site Plan and Development Agreement, 2.23 acres, 385 East Eisenhower Parkway.  Notice 
of public hearing was published May 28, 2000. 
 
The following person appeared: 
 

Robert Klingler, 275 Briarcrest Dr., stated that he was initially opposed to the 
plan, but can now support the PUD agreement.  He expressed hope that the 
required annual inspection and maintenance reports on the storm water 
management system will be filed with the City for public inspection. 

 
There being no one else present to speak, the Mayor declared the hearing closed. 
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HILLEBRAND ZONING  (ORDINANCE NO. 23-00) 
 
A public hearing was conducted on the proposed amendment to Chapter 55, rezoning of 
0.5 acre from TWP (Township District) to R1C (Single-Family Dwelling District),  Hillebrand 
property, 453 Dupont Circle.  Notice of public hearing was published May 14, 2000. 
 
There being no one present to speak, the Mayor declared the hearing closed. 
 
ONAGO ZONING  (ORDINANCE NO. 24-00) 
 
A public hearing was conducted on the proposed amendment to Chapter 55, rezoning of 
7.9 acres from TWP (Township District) to R1C (Single-Family Dwelling District),  Onago 
property, 2857 Packard Road.  Notice of public hearing was published May 14, 2000. 
 
The following people appeared: 
 

Ron Emaus, 2503 Hampshire Rd., representing the Children=s Wet Meadow, 
requested careful examination of the site=s natural features to determine if 
development is appropriate.  He further requested that development plans 
incorporate strong water quality protection measures, including open space 
and utilization of all storm water on site.  

 
Steve Petryszyn, 2800 Cranbrook Rd., expressed concern with water run-off 
from the site onto surrounding property, and requested that adjacent property 
owners be consulted about the plans for drainage and existing fences. 

 
Neil Skov, 2728 Cranbrook Rd., expressed the following concerns:  
1) rezoning of the site to R1C is inconsistent with the surrounding property 
which is zoned R1B;  2) flooding problems in the area could increase during 
construction; and 3) destruction of significant trees on the site. 

 
There being no one else present to speak, the Mayor declared the hearing closed. 
 
YORK ZONING  (ORDINANCE NO. 25-00) 
 
A public hearing was conducted on the proposed amendment to Chapter 55, rezoning of 
0.13 acre from TWP (Township District) to R1D (Single-Family Dwelling District), York 
property, 2927 Shady Lane.  Notice of public hearing was published May 14, 2000. 
 
There being no one present to speak, the Mayor declared the hearing closed. 
 
YOUNGREN ZONING  (ORDINANCE NO. 26-00) 
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A public hearing was conducted on the proposed amendment to Chapter 55, rezoning of 
1.0 acre from TWP (Township District) to R1B (Single-Family Dwelling District),  Youngren 
property, 3051 Geddes Road.  Notice of public hearing was published May 14, 2000. 
 
The following people appeared: 
 

Jim Wessel Walker, 3007 Geddes Ave., stated that nearly all the properties 
in the neighborhood are zoned R1A, and requested that this site also be 
zoned R1A. 

 
Edward May, 3005 Geddes Ave., urged Council to zone the property R1A 
zoning rather than R1B, since all of the City property in the neighborhood, 
with one exception, is zoned R1A. 

 
Edward Pollak, 3011 Geddes Ave., urged Council not to zone the property 
R1B, and requested that the site be zone R1A to keep the high quality of the 
neighborhood. 

 
There being no one else present to speak, the Mayor declared the hearing closed. 
 
1250 NORTH MAIN STREET REVISED SITE PLAN 
 
A public hearing was conducted on the proposed 1250 North Main Street Revised Site 
Plan, 1.03 acre.  Notice of public hearing was published May 28, 2000. 
 
There being no one present to speak, the Mayor declared the hearing closed. 
 
RESEARCH PARK 11 SITE PLAN 
 
A public hearing was conducted on the proposed Research Park 11 Site Plan, 2.34 acres, 
3941 Research Park Drive.  Notice of public hearing was published May 28, 2000. 
 
There being no one present to speak, the Mayor declared the hearing closed. 
 
PRIVATE SWIM CLUBS  (ORDINANCE NO. 27-00) 
 
A public hearing was conducted on the proposed amendments to Chapters 55 and 59 - 
Private Swim Clubs.  Notice of public hearing was published May 14, 2000. 
 
The following people appeared: 
 

Janice Tice, 2130 Prairie St., stated that the proposed amendment is too 
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complex and makes it impossible for the existing pools to conform.  Ms. Tice 
suggested adding the phrase Αnon-profit recreational facilities≅  under 
permitted principle uses to accommodate pools, and to add the phrase 
Αestablished prior to (date)≅  to accommodate existing facilities. 

 
Timothy Isaly, 3611 Terhune Rd., Board president of the Forestbrooke 
Athletic Club Pool, stated that the current proposed language does begin to 
support his facility by giving the swim club legal status.  He stated that the 
strength of the club community depends upon the strength of the pool. 

 
Lia Van Leer, 2305 Yorktown Dr., objected to the proposed enlargement of 
the Orchard Hills Athletic Club pool.  She expressed concern that the 
expansion would be too difficult to manage and maintain. 

 
Joann Culbertson, 2996 Argonne Dr., spoke in support of the suggestion to 
make an existing swimming facility as a permitted principle use.  She stated 
that new dialogues have recently opened up with the neighbors, and 
requested that the proposal be tabled in order to meet with concerned parties 
and address the issues. 

 
Bram Van Leer, 2305 Yorktown Dr., spoke in opposition to the proposed 
ordinance and objected to the expansion of the Orchard Hills Athletic Club 
pool.  He stated that the expansion is unattractive, with no buffer space or 
greenery.  Mr. Van Leer  expressed concern that the City has not been able 
to execute the 1992 decision of the Zoning Board of Appeals, which ordered 
the fence at the facility to be taken down. 

 
David Hutchinson, 3068 Bluett Dr., member of the Orchard Hills Athletic Club, 
expressed concern that existing pool facilities are considered non-conforming 
uses.  He spoke in support of the suggestion to include a pool facility as a 
permitted principle use.  Mr. Hutchinson urged approval of the proposed 
ordinance to give the existing pools some specific conforming status. 

 
David Arnsdorf, 2227 Georgetown Blvd., stated that the Orchard Hills Athletic 
Club pool is an asset to the neighborhood, and spoke in favor of the 
proposed ordinance to give the pool clear legal status. 

 
Audrey Jackson, 2557 Sandalwood Cir., spoke in support of any cooperative 
effort to make the pool in the northeast area a continued successful 
neighborhood and family endeavor. 

 
There being no one else present to speak, the Mayor declared the hearing recessed until 
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the July 10, 2000 regular session of Council. 
 
WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES  (ORDINANCE NO. 28-00) 
 
A public hearing was conducted on the proposed amendments to Chapters 55 and 57 - 
Wireless Communications Facilities.  Notice of public hearing was published May 14, 2000. 
 
There being no one present to speak, the Mayor declared the hearing closed. 
 
SITE PLAN COMPLIANCE  (ORDINANCE NO. 29-00) 
 
A public hearing was conducted on the proposed amendments to Chapter 57 - Phasing and 
Posting Security for Site Plan Compliance.  Notice of public hearing was published May 28, 
2000. 
 
There being no one present to speak, the Mayor declared the hearing closed. 
 
SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION CONTROL  (ORDINANCE NO. 21-00) 
 
A public hearing was conducted on the proposed amendment to Chapter 63, Sections 
5:650-5:673 - Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control.  Notice of public hearing was 
published May 21, 2000. 
 
The following people appeared: 
 

Ron Dankert, Downtown Development Authority Board Member, spoke in 
support of the DDA resolution to defer action on the proposed ordinance for 
more input from people who are stakeholders in the downtown area.  He 
expressed concern that the proposal does not adequately consider the 
unique difficulties of downtown development. 

 
Jesse Gordon, 1300 Chalmers Rd., representing the Mallets Creek 
Association, spoke in support of the proposed ordinance.  He stated that the 
pollution of Mallets Creek and the Huron River watershed is caused by 
overbuilding of impermeable surfaces in the watershed.  Mr. Gordon further 
stated that the proposal would shift some of the cost of impermeable 
surfaces back to the property developer, thus increasing incentives to build 
less impermeable surfaces. 

 
Ron Emaus, 2503 Hampshire Rd., representing the Mallets Creek 
Association, spoke in support of the proposed ordinance and urged Council 
not to defer the proposal.  Mr. Emaus expressed concern that stream 
assessments show that watersheds are not being protected adequately.  He 
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stated that changes are needed to stop further deterioration of Mallets Creek 
and Allens Creek, and that the proposed requirements are designed to give 
developers additional options to creatively address the runoff problem. 

 
Rita Loch Caruso, 556 Glendale Cir., representing the Allens Creek 
Watershed Group, spoke in support of the proposed ordinance.  Ms. Caruso 
stated that the proposal has had public notice and ample opportunity for 
comments, and that the Washtenaw County Drain Commissioner has voiced 
her strong support of the proposed regulations.  She expressed concern with 
the effects of repeated flooding, including higher insurance rates which could 
be imposed by FEMA. 

 
Robert Johnson, 1413 Culver Rd., spoke in support of the proposed 
ordinance.  He stated that the ordinance would provide equity by requiring 
developers to bear the cost of problems caused by impervious surfaces, 
would clear up definitions in the current ordinance, and would make the rules 
of the Washtenaw County Drain Commissioner the criteria for decisions 
within the City concerning storm water management. 

 
Christopher Graham, 725 Peninsula Ct., Natural Features Ordinance 
Committee Member, spoke in support of the proposed ordinance.  He stated 
that the City is under mandate from state and federal law to upgrade its 
stormwater management ordinance, and that the proposed ordinance would 
dovetail with Washtenaw County=s upgraded ordinance.  Mr. Graham 
explained that the proposed ordinance reduces restrictions and regulations 
on very small sites, which would benefit the DDA area. 

 
Ethel Potts, 1014 Elder Blvd., representing the Ecology Center, spoke in 
support of the proposed ordinance, which would add management of 
stormwater runoff quantity.  Ms. Potts that, under the proposed ordinance, 
parcels which cannot retain water on site would pay into a fund to provide 
remedial measures elsewhere in the same creekshed. 

 
Mary Beth Doyle, 255 Sunset Rd., representing the Ecology Center, spoke in 
support of the proposed ordinance.  She stated that this ordinance would 
make developers deal with the quantity of water, as well as the quality of 
water, when building in the City.  She further stated the proposal is a good, 
important first step to Ann Arbor=s flooding problem, and requested that 
Council not defer action. 

 
Gwen Nystuen, 1016 Olivia Ave., Natural Features Ordinance Committee 
Member, spoke in support of the proposed ordinance.  She stated that this 
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ordinance update was badly needed because of new federal, state and 
county laws concerning stormwater management.  Ms. Nystuen further 
stated that she was pleased that the ordinance specifically includes building 
by the City, incorporates current new practices, and includes practical and 
efficient ways of inspecting, monitoring and enforcing. 

 
Warren Attarian, 3490 Gettysburg Rd., Natural Features Ordinance 
Committee, spoke in support of the proposed ordinance and urged Council=s 
approval of the proposal without further delay.  Mr. Attarian stated that since 
the pressures of development are coming at the City at an ever increasing 
rate, it is imperative that the development community and all other 
stakeholders know the rules before going into a project, and that city staff 
have the rules in place for fair and effective enforcement. 

 
James Nicita, 336 1/2 S. State St., member of the Allens Creek Watershed 
Group and Urban Design Advocates, spoke in support of the proposed 
ordinance.  Mr. Nicita stated that the proposal presents an opportunity to 
implement a number of current techniques in the urban design and 
architectural field for integrating stormwater management as a design and 
architectural amenity. 

 
Jeff Fisher, representing the Homebuilders Association, spoke in support of 
the Downtown Development Authority resolution to postpone passage of the 
proposed ordinance.  Mr. Fisher stated that his association would like the 
opportunity to study the proposal, and expressed concern with the impact of 
the ordinance on the economic viability of downtown and on affordable 
housing in the community. 

 
Pat Ryan, 303 Wildwood Ave., spoke in support of the proposed ordinance.  
She stated that effective control of both stormwater quality and quantity must 
be complimented by an effective stormwater management regulatory 
structure at the local level.  She expressed support for aligning City 
requirements with the Washtenaw County Drain Commissioner=s stormwater 
management standards, which have received national recognition. 

 
There being no one else present to speak, the Mayor declared the hearing closed. 
 
 
 APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
AGENDA APPROVED WITH CHANGES 
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Councilmember Kolb moved that the agenda be approved with the following changes: 
 
ORDINANCES - SECOND READING 
 
Revise: Amendments to Chapters 55 and 59 - Private Swim Clubs (Ordinance No. 27-

00) 
 
ORDINANCES - FIRST READING 
 
Delete: Amendment to Chapter 33, Sections 2:203 and 2:204 - Stormwater System 

Rates  (Utilities) 
 
MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
Revise & Resolution to Approve Jeffrey Michael Powers Beauty Spa PUD Site Plan 
Move: and Development Agreement, 2.23 acres, 385 East Eisenhower Parkway (Planning 

Commission recommendation:  Approval - 6 yeas, 2 nays)  (Consider with 
Ordinance 49-00) 

 
Revise: Resolution to Approve the Purchase of 25.5 acres of Park Land on Platt Road 

north of I-94 for an Addition to Scarlett-Mitchell Woods ($1,030,000.00) (Parks 
and Recreation) (8 Votes Required) 

 
Revise: Resolution to Appropriate Funds from District Court=s Fiscal Year 1999-2000 

Budget to District Court=s Fiscal Year 2000-2001 Budget ($20,000.00) 
(Fifteenth District Court)  (8 Votes Required) 

 
Add:  Resolution to Increase Purchase Order for Ann Arbor Printing & Mailing 

Service ($17,043.45)  (Administrative Services) 
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
 
Add:  Proposed Changes to Chapter 63 (Building Dept.) 
 
Add:  Housing Policy Board action on the Ann Arbor YMCA 
 
CLERK=S REPORT 
 
Add:  Communication from  Edward  L. May, 3005 Geddes Ave., regarding proposed 

Youngren Zoning, 3051 Geddes Avenue (Ordinance No. 26-00) - Planning. 
 
Add:  Communication from Russell Harding, Director of Department of Environmental 


