
Environmental Commission Meeting 
Thursday, May 24, 2007  

7:00 PM – 8:30 PM  
Council Chambers – City Hall 2

nd 
Floor  

City of Ann Arbor, MI  
Agenda  

 
Environmental 

Commissioners  Present 

Steve Bean (Chair)   
Rita Loch Caruso   

Malama Chock   

Ron Emaus Planning Advisory 
Commission  

John German    
Chris Graham (Vice-Chair)   

Catherine Riseng Parks Advisory 
Commission  

David Stead   
Margie Teall City Council  

Wendy Woods City Council  
David Wright Energy Commission  

   

Matthew Naud 
Staff 

Environmental 
Coordinator 

 

A) Call to Order  
B) Roll Call of Members  
C) Amendments and Approval of the Agenda  
D) Public Comment 
E) Special Presentations 
F) Reading and Approval of Minutes 
G) Unfinished Business as Listed on the Agenda  

a) Resolution to adopt Guiding Principles and Environmental Action Plan 
Goals – postponed  

H) Commission Proposed Business 
a) Malletts Creek Resolution 
b) HRIMP Appointment – Catherine Riseng 
c) Environmental Commission membership – proposed change in code 

I) Staff Proposed Business 
J) Report of the Administrator and Council  
K) Items from the Environment Staff  
L) Items from the Park Advisory, Energy, and Planning Commission 

Representatives  
M) Reports of the Chair and Committees  

a) Huron River and Impoundment Plan 
b) Natural Features 



c) Solid Waste  
d) State of the Environment 
e) Transportation 
f) Water 

N) Public Commentary  
O) Adjournment  
 
2007 Meeting Schedule 
 
April 26 
May 24 
June 28 
July 26 
August 23 
September 27 
October 25 
December 6 



Guiding Principles (revised for May 2007) 
 
• We can meet existing needs without compromising environmental quality, public health, 

or the availability of natural resources for future generations. 
 
• Environmental quality, economic vitality, and social equity are interdependent. 
 
• Conservation, protection, and restoration of the natural environment are highly valued 

and quantifiable. 
 
• Our city is part of larger regional and global communities; our actions impact their 

environmental, economic, and social equity conditions; and we intend that those 
impacts be positive. 

 
• Public awareness is vital to ensuring environmental quality. 
 
• Policymakers need to be informed with the best available information. 
 
• Precautionary measures should be taken even if some cause and effect relationships are 

not fully established scientifically. 
 
• Meeting our environmental goals requires a combination of incremental and wholesale 

behavior changes and technology adoption.  
 
• Collaboration is necessary in order to achieve our environmental goals. 
 
• City government is an important partner with residents and businesses in our community 

with regard to our environmental goals 
• The City of Ann Arbor strives to be at the forefront of sustainable living through its daily 

operations, capital improvements, and purchase of products. 
 



GOAL TARGET AND KEY OBJECTIVES 
 
 
CLEAN AIR Eliminate air toxics, criteria pollutants, and persistent bioaccumulative toxins (PBT) 

• Exceed National Ambient Air Quality Standards for Criteria pollutants 
• Adopt the Precautionary Principle 
• Eliminate mercury releases 

 
CLEAN WATER Ensure safe water for drinking, recreation, other uses, and other species 

• Exceed state and federal drinking water, stormwater, and wastewater requirements  
• Achieve a drinkable, swimmable, and fishable Huron River 
• Develop a Huron River and Impoundment Improvement Plan with measurable targets 

 
EFFICIENT MOBILITY  Provide efficient transportation alternatives 

• Complete and maintain non-motorized transportation system components 
• Increase public transportation ridership use along key corridors 
•  

 
HEALTH PROMOTING 
URBAN ENVIRONMENT Ensure that changes to the built environment are health promoting and improve 

the natural environment 
• Require new developments to provide pedestrian, bicycle and open space linkages to adjacent 

residential, commercial and office uses 
• Remove contamination at redeveloped sites through Brownfield incentives 
• Develop regulatory incentives that encourage the enhancement of natural areas 

 
LOCAL FOOD 
SUFFICIENCY Conserve, protect, and restore local agriculture and aquaculture resources 

• Expand and preserve open spaces, land forms and viewsheds 
• Purchase conservation easements though the Greenbelt Millage 

 
RESPONSIBLE 
RESOURCE USE Produce zero waste 

• Recycle or compost 60% of commercial and residential waste by 2012  
• Implement environmentally preferable purchasing and increase use of recycled materials 

 
SAFE COMMUNITY Eliminate damage to public health and property from natural and other hazards 

• Develop and implement a flood mitigation plan to identify targets and priority projects  
• Increase stormwater detention/retention to mimic predevelopment hydrology of site 
• Reduce household use and storage of household hazardous waste 

 
STABLE CLIMATE Eliminate greenhouse gas emissions and other negative climate impacts 

• Reduce city-wide greenhouse gas emissions 20% below 2000 levels by 2015 
• Maximize landfill methane capture and use 

 
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY Produce and Use 100% renewable energy 

• 20% city-wide renewable energy use by 2015  
• 30% city government renewable energy use by 2012 
• 5000 solar roofs by 2015  

 
VIABLE 
ECOSYSTEMS Conserve, protect, and restore aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems 

• Increase native species populations and reduce invasive species populations 
• Maintain 50% canopy coverage city-wide  
• Purchase properties containing high-quality natural features identified in the PROS plan 

 
 





 
• Precautionary measures should be taken even if some cause and effect 

relationships are not fully established scientifically. 
 
• Meeting our environmental goals requires a combination of incremental and 

wholesale behavior changes and technology adoption.  
 
• Collaboration is necessary in order to achieve our environmental goals. 
 
• City government is an important partner with residents and businesses in our 

community with regard to our environmental goals 
 
• The City of Ann Arbor strives to be at the forefront of sustainable living 

through its daily operations, capital improvements, and purchase of products. 
 

Environmental Action Plan Goals 
 

CLEAN AIR Eliminate air toxics, criteria pollutants, and 
persistent bioaccumulative toxins (PBT) 

 
CLEAN WATER Ensure safe water for drinking, recreation, other 

uses, and other species 
 
EFFICIENT MOBILITY  Provide efficient transportation alternatives 
 
HEALTH PROMOTING 
URBAN ENVIRONMENT Ensure that changes to the built environment are 

health promoting and improve the natural 
environment 

 
LOCAL FOOD 
SUFFICIENCY Conserve, protect, and restore local agriculture 

and aquaculture resources 
 
RESPONSIBLE 
RESOURCE USE Produce zero waste 
 
SAFE COMMUNITY Eliminate damage to public health and property 

from natural and other hazards 
 
STABLE CLIMATE Eliminate greenhouse gas emissions and other 

negative climate impacts 
 
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY Produce and Use 100% renewable energy 



 
VIABLE 
ECOSYSTEMS Conserve, protect, and restore aquatic and 

terrestrial ecosystems 
 
Resolved, that the Environmental Commission recommends that these goals be 
forwarded to City Council as adopted and that City Council adopts these goals; 
 
Resolved, that the Environmental Commission recommends that the 
Environmental Coordinator develop an Environmental Action Plan based on 
these goals with measurable objectives, timelines, and indicators; 
 
Resolved that the Environmental Commission recommends that this plan be 
provided to the Environmental Commission for Review by January 1, 2008. 
 
Submitted by Commissioners Teall, Stead, and Bean – May 24, 2007 
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