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1. Introductions 

Task Force Members: 

• Vivienne Armentrout 

• Scott Campbell 

• Ken Clark (Secretary) 

• Neal Elyakin 

• Linda Diane Feldt (Chair) 

• Owen Jansson 

• Anthony Pinnell 

• Sarah Pressprich 

Gryniewicz 

• Jim Rees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Staff: 

• Nick Hutchinson, Project Management Manager 

• Deb Gosselin, Systems Planning Engineer 

5:00 – 5:05 



2. Approve Agenda 

• Key meeting outcomes: 

• Subcommittee 

Updates 

• Postponed City 

Council resolutions 

• Sidewalk Prioritization 

• Understanding of 

sidewalk and shared 

use path issues 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Packet Available on PSATF’s Google Drive 

http://tinyurl.com/npdjeaz 
5:05 – 5:10 



3.  Public Commentary 

• Limit to 3 speakers 

• 3 minutes per speaker 

• If you comment at the 

beginning of the meeting 

you cannot comment at 

the end 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:10 – 5:20 



4.  Approval of Meeting #8 Discussion Summary 

• No proposed changes 

submitted prior to 

today’s meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:20 – 5:25 



5.  Round 1 Public Engagement Update 

5:25 – 5:30 

Round 1 - focus on pedestrian 

issues and opportunities: 

• Stakeholder Focus Group 

October 16  

 35 participants 

• Community-at-large 

Meeting November 19th  

 39 participants 

• Survey and Crowdsourcing 

Maps – OPEN 11/12 – 12/1 

 Over 920 survey 

participants 

 Over 390 map 

comments 

11/12 – 12/1 

11/12 – 12/1 



3a. Survey: Top Issues within each Category 

Sidewalks 

• Gaps in the sidewalks 

Road Crossings  

• Misunderstanding of existing 

crosswalk laws by residents 

• Motorists failing to stop for 

pedestrians at midblock 

crosswalks 

• Inconsistent signing, marking 

and signaling of crosswalks 

Maintenance 

• Snow and ice accumulation on 

sidewalk 

Other City Wide Issues 

• Distracted Driving 

• Motorists do not respect 

pedestrian rights and safety 

• Pedestrians do not respect 

motorists rights and safety 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City wide issues were grouped into four 
general categories. 



3a. Survey: Top Issues within each Category (continued) 

Downtown 

• Motorists not yielding to 

pedestrians when turning at 

intersections 

U of M Campus 

• Pedestrians crossing against 

the pedestrian signal 

• Pedestrians cross the roadway 

outside a crosswalk 

School Zones 

• Motorists failing to stop for 

pedestrians at school 

crosswalks 

• Motorists speeding within the 

walking zone of a school 

Neighborhoods 

• Speeding 

• Inconsistent snow and ice 

removal on sidewalks 

Four specific areas/districts were identified 



3a. Survey: Top Ten Overall Issues to Date 

1. Motorist passing other vehicles 

that are stopped for pedestrians in 

a crosswalk  

2. Distracted driving 

3. Motorists failing to stop for 

pedestrians at midblock 

crosswalks 

4. Misunderstanding of existing 

crosswalk laws by nonresidents 

and visitors  

5. Motorists failing to stop for 

pedestrians at school crosswalks 

6. Misunderstanding of crosswalk 

laws by residents 

7. Motorists failing to yield to 

pedestrians when turning at 

intersections 

8. Inconsistent signing, marking and 

signaling of crosswalks 

9. Snow and ice accumulation on 

sidewalks 

10. Speeding in neighborhoods 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List based on the percentage of survey 
responses indicating that the issue is       

“very important” 

 

Many of the top ten issues listed here have 
to do with crosswalks 



3a. Survey: Common Themes from Comments 

• Concerns with Ann Arbor’s 

crosswalk law 

• Flashing lights should be red 

instead of yellow to let motorists 

know that they need to stop 

• Bicycles have a lot of the same 

issue as pedestrians 

• Increase in police enforcement 

needed 

• Pedestrians crossing the road 

against a signal or not in a 

crosswalk 

• Difficult for motorists to see 

pedestrians who want to cross 

the street on high speed, multi-

lane roads 

• Inconsistent signage and 

markings at crosswalks 

• Speed limits are too high to 

expect motorists to stop for 

pedestrians 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants have the option to list additional 
issues as part of the survey 



3b. Web Map: Place Specific Issues 

• Very few comments on 

roadways that have had recent 

pedestrian upgrades (Liberty, 

Stadium, Miller); mainly 

suggestions on additional 

pedestrian improvements 

• Many of the comments focused 

on the Downtown, Central 

Campus and Northeast Ann 

Arbor (high pedestrian traffic 

areas) 

• Examples of place specific 

issues: 

• 7th Street near West Park – 

Crosswalks to access park 

• Monroe and Oakland – high 

pedestrian traffic, needs 

crosswalk 

• Nixon Road near Clague Middle 

School – sidewalks and 

crosswalks needed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

70% of the comments are about crosswalks 
 



3c. Community Wide Meeting 

• Presentation 

• Introduction, background, 

public input to date 

• Large Group Discussion 

• Majority of the meeting 

• Each person given the 

opportunity to speak 

• Comments were very 

civilized 

• Next Steps 

• Survey and Web Map open 

until Dec 1st 

• Open House 

• Prioritization of issues 

• Comments cards 

• Place specific comments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prioritization Exercise: 
• Motorists do not respect pedestrian rights and safety 

(7 votes) 

• Gaps in the sidewalk (5 votes) 

• Motorists failing to stop for pedestrians on high speed 
roadways (5 votes) 

• Motorists passing other vehicles that are stopped for 
pedestrians in crosswalk (5 votes) 

• Sidewalk Gaps in neighborhoods (5 votes) 



6a & b. Winter Maintenance Subcommittee 

Priority Ordinance Enforcement 

Areas: 

• Quarter-mile from schools and safe 

routes to schools 

• Shopping districts 

• Near health care facilities and 

doctors offices 

• Near bus routes 

• Areas with known people with 

disabilities 

Sidewalk Maintenance Ordinance: 

• Staff Resource Group drafted 

preliminary language based on the 

Task Force’s stated intent 

• Determine approach for advancing 

to City Council 

 Through subcommittee or 

January 5th/20th meeting 

 Reviewed by Task Force on 

January 7 for a later City 

Council meeting 

 5:30 – 5:40 



6c. Crosswalk Education/Outreach/Enforcement/Law 
Subcommittee 

• Had a discussion on 

topics for consideration 

• Eli Cooper participated 

via telephone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5:40 – 5:45 



7a & b.  Approval of Correspondence regarding Postponed City 
Council Resolutions 

• Both resolutions were 

postponed at the first 

reading at the 10/6/2014 

City Council meeting 

• City Staff is planning to 

produce an education 

pamphlet on vegetation 

• Decide if and how the 

Task Force will address 

these postponed 

resolutions prior to 

Council’s January 5th 

meeting 

• Linda Diane’s two 

letters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:45 – 5:55 

Crosswalk Ordinance Amendment: 

Vegetation Ordinance Amendment: 



8.  Sidewalk Prioritization Overview 

• Presentation by: 

• Deb Gosselin 

• Nick Hutchinson 

 

• Overview of City’s 

Prioritization System 

 

• Criteria for sidewalk gap 

evaluation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:55-6:05 



9a. Sidewalk Gap Prioritization 

• Discussion and approval 

of preliminary list of 

criteria  

• Prioritization and 

weighting of criteria can 

be vetted with the 

general public during the 

next round of public 

engagement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:05 – 6:35 



9b. Shared Use Paths 

• Design Standards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:35 – 6:40 



9c. Connector Sidewalks 

• 34 Connector walks 

accepted by City for 

public use 

• Maintenance of 

connector walks is not 

the responsibility of the 

abutting owners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:40 – 6:45 



9d. Vegetation 

• Encroachment 

• Sightlines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 6:45 – 6:50 



9d. Funding & Policies 

• Who pays for sidewalks?  

• City vs Property 

Owner 

• How are decisions made 

to add sidewalks? 

• Gaps within existing 

system 

• Entire 

neighborhoods 

without sidewalks 

• Annexed properties 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:50 – 6:55 

Who pays has a direct impact on the support to 
add sidewalks. 



10. Next Steps 

• Next Task Force Meeting 

is January 7th  

• 5pm to 7pm 

• Basement Conference 

Room ,                     

Larcom City Hall 

• Focus of the meeting will 

be Complete Streets 

(Part 1) 

• Bicycle-related 

• Work-zone related 

• Traffic Management 

• Staff Participants 

• Eli Cooper, Transportation 

Program Manager 

• Cynthia Redinger, Traffic 

Engineer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will be receiving an issues and resources brief on 
sidewalks and pathways prior to the meeting 

 

In preparation for the next brief please send any 
questions regarding bicycles-related, work-zone related 
and traffic management issues to Carolyn via Google 

Group by EOB Wednesday December 10th 

6:55 – 7:00 



11.  Public Commentary 

• 3 minutes per speaker 

• If you commented at the 

beginning of the meeting 

you cannot comment at 

the end 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



City of Ann Arbor 

Pedestrian Safety & Access Task Force 

Questions? 
 
Norman Cox, PLA, ASLA and 

Carolyn Prudhomme, ASLA 

 
The Greenway Collaborative, Inc. 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 
 
www.a2gov.org/pedsafety 

 

 

 

The Greenway Collaborative, Inc.                           www.greenwaycollab.com 


