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Fall 2000 Burn Season

by David Borneman
Wehad tried afall burn season once before, in 1996, but
theweather never cooperated, so we were caught off- (\
guardlastfall whenglorious, dry, fal westher sartedin
late October and continued week after week. By mid-
November, wewerefinaly organized enoughto pull off
afew good burnsbeforethewet weather did eventually
comein December. Thisyear we plan to be prepared \\‘!

in caseweget another stretch of good fal burn westher. \\wﬁm}'
October 23rd hasbeen scheduled as“ Opening Day”  %$- <
for NAP' s2000fall burn season. By then, wewill have
obtained our permits, prepared our burn breaks, held our public J
meeting, and mailed severa thousand lettersto targeted park neigh- Lt

bors. Then, giventheright mix of crunchy oak leavesand dry weather conditions,
we' |l be setting thewoodsonfire!

Why thebig excitement about burninginthefal?Historianstell usthat fall isthetime
when Native Americanstraditionaly did most of their burning. Burning off thedead
grassandleavesinthefal dlowed anearlier “greening up” inlatewinter/early spring
whichwould attract deer and other game. It also gave the burnersabetter, safer
placeto campfor thewinter wherethey could seefarther and watch for approaching
enemies. Just think about it: would Y OU want to pitch your campinthemiddleof a
fidd of tal, dense, dead grassesand flowerswhich your enemy could easily igniteto
encircleyouinflames?!’ d deep better a night knowing that my campwaspitchedin
anareafreeof burnablefuel.

Whatever themotivation of the Anishnabe* FireNation” and | ater tribeswho inhab-
ited southeastern Michigan prior to European settlement, the native ecosystems
evolved withthis* ancient rhythm” of annua fall burning. Among modern day prac-
titionersof prescribedfire, fall burning isgeneraly recognized asbeing moredesir-
ablethan spring burning, if you can get thewesather to cooperate. One of thereasons
isthat after afall burn, the blackened soil, free of thatch, warmsup morequickly in
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Coordinator's Corner

Listen to the Plants and
Become a Real Human Being

Thissummer | had the opportunity to spend afew dayswith
Dr. Gerould Wilhedmonatour of lllinoisprairieremnantsand
restorationshosted by the L afayette Home Nursery in north-
western lllinois. Jerry iswell known to many Midwestern
restorationists as a botanist and philosopher, and as co-au-
thor of Plants of the Chicago Region, 3rd edition, from his
timeat the Morton Arboretumin Lisle, Illinois. Now heis
with Conservation Design Forumin Elmhurg, Illinois.

I’ velearned lots of thingsfrom Jerry on thisand previous
occasions, too many tolist here, dthough | will shareafew of
thebiggiesto giveyou asenseof histeachings. 1) Burnevery
year, preferably inthefdl, sncethat isthe ancient rhythm” of
the Indians; 2) Don’t focus on the weeds;, focusinstead on
restoring the native ecosystems; and 3) Change the habitat
andyou'll changetheinhabitants.

Perhapsthe greatest thing he' staught me, however, isthat we
restorationistsreally need to be careful observersof nature
rather than just believing everything we read in books, espe-
cidly if thosebooksarewritten by expertsindistant lands. As
abotanist (and apoet), heputsit likethis, “ Listentotheplants;
they will tell you what you need to know.”

We restorationistsdescribethisasan“ iterative process’: we
try something, monitor the results, make modifications, try
again, makemore modifications, try again, tc... We' re con-
stantly learning new thingsfromthe plantsand animal sof our
restoration. Thiscan befrustrating for those new to thefield
(mysdlf included!) who want atextbook answer to such ques-
tionsas: What steps should | follow to turn my lawninto a
prairie? Which species should | plant? When and how high
should I mow theweeds? Theanswersto these questionswill

vary with each specific situation. There are no textbook an-
swers.

Jerry explainsit another way. Like many NativeAmerican
groups, the name by which the Shawnee nation referred to
themselvestrandated as* the peopl€’ or “the human beings.”
Thisnameimplied that “the people’ werethe oneswho be-

longedinthat place, onthat piece of ground. It was
their home, and they understood the plantsand ani-
maswho lived there. They knew how tosurvivethere,
which plantsto egt, whereto find gameandfish, when
to plant, when to harvest, and when to burn. Other
tribeswho camefromfar away didn’t havethe same
connection with that particular piece of ground so
they were not “the human beings;” they were*the
others.” Thuswhen the Shawnee of southern Ohio
wereto be sent off totheir new reservation further
west, you canimaginetheir reluctanceto relocate so
far away, wherethelllinois peoplewere* the human
beings’ and the Shawneewere“the others.”

Most of usarealong way from being ableto con-
sider ourselves*the human beings’ of AnnArbor,
but thisideacan serveasamodel for usto emulate.
Thereisgood informationto befoundinthegrowing
volume of restoration booksand articles, but al of it
should be scrutinized with ahealthy dose of careful
observationin our own settingsand Stuations. What
worksin lllinois may not work in Michigan. The
weeds of Wisconsin may not respond the sameway
asaliensof AnnArbor. Theliterature can provide
suggestionsto our restoration questions, but thered
answerscan only belearned by us, inthefield, lo-
cdly.

Unfortunately, these answers take along timeto
emerge. | can't tell youtoday, for absolute certainty,
what the best burn frequency isfor our prairiesand
savannasinAnnArbor. | do have somegood ideas
based on what I’ ve read and learned from others,
and fromwhat I’ ve observed myself in the past 7
years. But give meanother 10 or 20 yearsof “listen-
ingtotheplants,” and 1’1l beabit closer tothetruth,
and one step closer to becoming a“humanbeing” in
AnnArbor.

= D&Vﬂod BO]I"H(B’M&MY

Natural Area Preservation
Coordinator
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NAP-penings

The27th Annual Natural AreasConference
will be held October 16-20, 2000, in St. Louis,
Missouri, withthetheme“ManagingtheMosaic:
Connecting Peopleand Natural Diversity inthe
21st Century.” NAPhasbeeninvitedto givetwo
presentationsat the conference: oneto celebrate
thesuccesswe' vehad asamunicipa government
protecting natural areasat thelocal level, and the
other tofocuson our ever-growing volunteer pro-
gram and how volunteers have contributed to the
success of our efforts.

The newly formed Southern Michigan Pre-
scribed FireCouncil heditsvery first meeting of
thefull council on August 19thin Bath, Michigan,
with 60 participants. The Council’smissionisto
promote the safe use of prescribed fireasatool
for managing natural areas. It isopento anyone
withaninterestintheuseof prescribedfire. NAP
Coordinator David Borneman serves on the
Council’s Steering Committee asarepresentative
of municipa government. Hea so led two educa
tional sessionson “ Strengthening Public Educa
tionand Public Relations’ at the August meeting.

The Stewar dship Network -- acollaborative ef-
fort organized by theUniversity of Michigan School
of Natural Resourcesand Environment, the Hu-
ron River Watershed Council, and NAP-- con-
tinuesto grow and evolveinitseffortsto develop
anetwork of local natural land stewards. In June,
NAP sDavid Borneman led aone-day workshop
on “Developing a Management Plan for Your
Natural Area.” Seepage 10for additional infor-
mation on Stewardship Network activities.

continued on page 6

A Wild Goose Chase
by Kirstin Condict

The control of nuisance geeseisan on-going
probleminthe parks. Thispast July, NAPonce
again joined rankswith the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources(MDNR) to band local resi-
dent geese. Thebandingispart of athree-year study, begun | ast
summer, to track the migratory habits of local geese, the outcome
of whichwill determinewhether wewill quaify for an egg replace-
ment program. (Egg replacement involvesthe exchange of real
gooseeggsinnestsforimitationeggs.) Staff fromMDNR andNAP
and ahandful of dedicated volunteersworked together to round up
geesein both Gallup and Fuller Parks. Canoeswereused at Gallup
to herd the geese out of the water and onto shore, whereacorral
was set up to contain them. But asluck would haveit, many of the
geeseweredready wearing those sporty green bandsfromlast year’'s
gooseround-up, andit didn’t takelong for dgavuto setin. Aswe
attempted to drive the geese closer to shore, they realized some-
thing wasamissand began darting past our canoeslikefeathery little
torpedoes. Unableto maneuver asgracefully and asquickly asthe
geese, some of uswound up taking arefreshing dipinthe Huron
River. But after al wassaid and done, 152 geesewere banded and
released and only one canoe capsized. We also recaptured and
collected datafrom an additional 50 geese that had been banded
thepreviousyesr.

R

Inaddition to the banding study mentioned above, wearea sowork-
ingwithMSU/MDNRto pilot theuseof radiotelemeters(collars)
totrack geeseviasatellite. Thisspring biologistsbanded 6 femae
geeseat Gallup Park with radio collarsand afterwards destroyed
their nestsin an attempt to induceamolt migration. (Geesethat are
unableto nest successfully oftenmigratenorth.) Duringthemigra:
tion and at their Hudson Bay destination, the geese are more sus-
ceptibleto natural predation and hunting. AccordingtotheMDNR,
inducing molt migration could proveto bethe most effective control
program and the most acceptableto the public.

Lagtly, the Parks Department islooking at athird way of controlling
nuisance geesein our parks. The secret weapon? Professionally
trained border collies. Used for centuriesto herd sheep, border
colliesare gaining popularity asagoose-control technique. The
wiry, energetic dogsareanon-violent, environmentally friendly a-
ternativeto shooting or injuring the pesky flocks. The dogs, em-
ployees of agoose management service, will work asateam to
drive off the hundreds of geesethat foul the City’sgolf coursesand
parks. Thedogswill begin making their appearancesat Ledieand
HuronHillsGolf Coursesthisfdl but will bemost active next spring
inan effort to prevent the geesefrom nesting.

NAP NEWS

3 Autumn 2000



Volunteer News

Mark your calendar --

October 23through December 8,
Fall Prescribed Burn Season
Wherethere'ssmoke, thereé SNAP. This
marksthe start of thefall burn season.
Theburncrew will beall over town (see
the article on page 1 for more
information). Volunteerswho havebeen
throughtheNAPburn crew training are
welcometo participatein these burns.
Please notify the NAP office of your
availability, email addressand daytime
phonenumber. Pleasenotethat the next
new volunteer burn crew trainingwill take
place the second week of February;
please check the Winter newd etter for
moreinformetion.

BringtheGang!

Get your groupinvolved! Areyou part
of agroup that would liketo contribute
time to NAP? If a meaningful
environmental or community service
projectiswhat your group seeks, wecan
accommodateyou. Depending onyour
group’'ssize, wemay havethemjoinone
of our regularly scheduled activitiesor
we may be able to schedule a special
day for your group. Somegroup project
examplesinclude After-the-Fire Trash
Patrol,” or “ Garlic Mustard Weed-Out
Day.” Volunteer projectsaretypicaly
scheduled from March through
November. Please submit your request
at least amonthin advance.

Fall isthe perfect timeto
see the golden colors of
theprairie, likethis
Indian Grass
(Sorghastrum nutans)
found at thefollowing
parks: Furstenberg,
Gallup (Wet Prairie), and
Barton.

Volunteer Focus. Spending a little more time
by CatrionaMortell

Over the coming years, we hope to establish stewardsin many of the park
natural areas. Each steward will work inan adopted park on specific projects
set forthin that park’s management plan. Herein the office we often discuss
how to keep volunteersengaged and activeinthe program. | spokewith three of
our current volunteer gewardstofind afew answers. AunitaErskine isincharge
of the Furstenberg Native Plant Demonstration Garden, Katherine O’ Brien has
just started asa steward at Hollywood Park, and Steve Bean worksin Hansen
and Fritz Parks. Whilenot avery scientific study, it doesprovidealittleinsight
into why peoplevolunteer onalong-termbasis.

Firgt I’ll sharewhat Aunitatold meabout herself and her work at the Furstenberg
Garden. Thisisher second season working at the garden. Sheisafinancial
counselor to patientsat UM Hospital and still findstimefor her hobbies. Gar-
deningisher chief hobby; sheisaMaster Gardener, amember of theMichigan
Botanical Club, amember of Wild Onesand agarden ambassador at Matthael
Botanical Gardens, where sheisworking on astudy of their prairie. Besides
gardening, she entertainsand does various craftsincluding crewel embroidery
and working with flowersshedriesherself . That’salot of activity evenfor the
most energetic of us! For Aunita, volunteering offersan opportunity to meet
peoplewho share her interests, another chanceto garden, and an outlet from
her job. Working on the native plant garden has opened doorsfor her inthe
botany ‘field,” bridging her loveof natureand gardening. Through thisvolunteer
project, shehas set goasfor both the garden and herself. Shewantsthegarden
to beaguideto asmany speciesaspossible. Her personal goalsareto teach
peopl e about native plantsthat can beincluded in homelandscapesand to keep
volunteersinterested. Keeping good recordsof the garden and maintaining its
integrity areongoing tasks. | worked with Aunitaat the beginning of August; her
enthusasmisinfectioud

| aso spoke with Katherine O’ Brien, the new Hollywood Park steward.
Katherine hasworked with us 10 hoursaweek thissummer asanintern and has
gained insight into theworking world. Being asteward at her neighborhood
park issureto open new areasof discovery for her. Sheisdrawnto the natural
parksby the peacefulnessthey offer and the excitement of exploring thevariety
of lifenatural areashold. Katherinehasearned her Associatesdegreein Math
and Naturd ScienceandispursuingaBA in Environmenta Policy and Behavior
a UM. Sheisaso busy beingamomto her 5-year-old daughter. If shehasany
timeleft at al, yogaand reading are what she choosestofitin. Volunteering
providesthe sense sheishe ping her community. Shefindsit fulfilling to extend
herself to othersand her surrounding environment. By being asteward, she
hopesto makeadifferenceinthenatural areaat Hollywood Park, which shehas
been rediscovering. Asachild she played there, and now asan adult and home-
owner inthe neighborhood shecan explorethe park all over again.

continued on page 9
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Volunteer Stewardship Calendar

Autumn 2000

September

September 10, Sunday
Volunteer Stewardship Workday
Location: Furstenberg Native Plant
Demonstration Garden
Time: 10:00am to 2:00pm
Help with end-of-the-season garden
chores and learn about the multi-
season beauty of a native plant
garden. Led by Master Gardener and
NAP Steward Aunita Erskine. Bring
garden tools and gloves if you have
them and pack a lunch! Meet at the
garden, near the Furstenberg Park
entrance on Fuller Rd.

September 16, Saturday
Volunteer Stewardship Workday
Location: Hollywood Park

Time: 10:00am to 1:00pm

Join NAP at this west-side park o
remove invasives and maintain trails
in the woodland area. Meet at the
park on Sequoia Parkway, near
Center Drive.

September 23, Saturday
Volunteer Stewardship Workday
Location: Miller Nature Area
Time: 10:00am to 1:00pm

Trails! Trails! Trails will be the
focus today. Joinus to close trails,
line trails and install waterbars.
Meet at the Arborview Blvd. park
entrance.

Remember, please wear sturdy
closed-toe shoes and long
pants to the workdays!

October

October 3, Tuesday

Public Meeting About the

Prescribed Burn Program

Location: Leslie Science Center -
Leslie House

Time: 7:30pm to 9:00pm

This meeting will provide

information and an opportunity for

discussion about the Prescribed

Ecological Burn Program conducted

by Natural Area Preservation.

October 8, Sunday

Volunteer Stewardship Workday
Location: Furstenberg Native Plant
Demonstration Garden

Time: 12:00pm to 4:00pm

This is the last garden workday of
the season. Join Aunita Erskine in
‘putting the garden to bed' for the
winter. Bring garden tools and
gloves if you have them. Meet at the
garden, near the Furstenberg Park
entrance on Fuller Rd.

October 21, Saturday

Volunteer Stewardship Workday
Location: Barton Nature Area
Time: 10:00am to 1:00pm

Seed collecting is the focus of this
workday. Staff will review plant
identification and collection
techniques, then volunteers will
wander the park in search of seed
for use in future restoration
efforts. Meet at the Barton Dam
parking lot of f Huron River Drive.

October 28, Saturday

Volunteer Stewardship Workday
Location: Marshall Nature Area
Time: 10:00am to 1:00pm

Once again seed collecting is the
focus of today's workday. Aftera
review of plant identification and
collection techniques, volunteers will
then wander through the park in
search of specific seeds. Meet in the
Marshall park parking lot off

November

November 4, Saturday

Volunteer Stewardship Workday

Location: Scarlett Mitchell
Nature Area

Time: 10:00am to 1:00pm

Join the effort to remove invasive

shrubs from this south-side park.

Meet at the Mitchell School parking

lot of f Lorraine Street.

November 14, Tuesday
Volunteer Thank You Party
Location: Leslie Science Center -
Nature House
Time: 6:30pm to 9:00pm
It's time to celebrate the end of the
field season and another wonderful
year working with our volunteers!
This potluck party always has
excellent food, great company and
creative door prizes. Everyone
associated with NAP is welcome to
join us in honoring this year's
volunteers. The event will take
place in the new LSC building built
to be an environmental model in
construction and features. Please
join us! Check your mailbox or call
the of fice for more information.

November 18, Saturday
Volunteer Stewardship Workday
Location: Oakwoods Nature Area
Time: 10:00am to 1:00pm

This workday will focus on removing
non-native invasive plants from this
northeast-side woodland. Meet at
the park entrance on Green Rd.
between Whisperwood and Kilburn.
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NAP-penings

continued from page 3

Withthepassagelagt fdl of theL and
Acquisition Millage, department
staff and citizensfromthe Park Ad-
visory Commission have been busy
devel oping criteriaby which poten-
tial parkland acquisitions will be
evaluated. They have also begun
looking at afew of themany parcels
of land which have aready been of -
fered for sale. NAP has played a
critica roleinthisprocesshy assess-
ingtheecologica quality of each
potential acquisitionbeing
considered, helping to i
shortenthelist of parcels .
condderedfor acquisition
asundevel oped parkland.

In June, a yard waste letter was
mailed out to many park neighbors
notifying them of the growing prob-
lemin city parks. The dumping of
grassclippings, brush and other de-
bris onto park property by
homeownersand landscape contrac-
torsisof particular concernto natu-
ral areas. Not only do the piles of
yard waste take yearsto decompose,
they also smother and kill the plants
growing beneath them. The same
pilesaso havethe potential tointro-
ducenon-native, invasive plants, as
well as pests and chemicals, into a
park natural area.

Piles of yard waste

take years to decompose.

If your property backsup to apark,
resist the temptation to extend your
yard into the woods. If you have
guestionsabout where your property
ends or what you can do to help,
please contact the NAP office at
996-3266.

Park Focus: Kuebler Langford Nature Area
by Jennifer Maigret

Onarecent trip to Death Valley, California, agood friend took meon aweekend
sidetripto aneighboring valley. Wedrove up over the mountain passand then
downinto SalineValey, aplace shedescribed asa“ miniature Desth Val ley, only
better.” SalineValley’scanyons, salt flats and sand duneswere on asmaller
scale, but every bit asimpressive. Thevalley d so had the added attraction of hot
springs--ajewel in the middle of ahigh desert. | had been shown atreasure
overshadowed by itsinternationally renowned neighbor.

Inthe sameway, | would ventureto say that Kuebler Langfordisa” miniature”
Bird Hills, only better. Itswoodlands, ravinesand wildflowersareona

w: smaller scale, but every bit asimpressive. Kuebler Langford also hasthe
added attraction of aprairieremnant--ajewd inthemiddleof anurban
setting. Andlike SalineValley, Kuebler Langford isovershadowed

g&a by its (perhaps not internationally) renowned neighbor, Bird Hills.

Kuebler Langford Nature Areaislocated on the northwest side of
Ann Arbor. There are entrances to the park from Huron River Drive and
Beechwood Drive, with parking at the Beechwood entrance. A wide mowed
path connectsthese two entrances, and the most interesting and diverse areas of
the park are located to the north of this path. On the northern boundary of
Kuebler Langford is Camp Hilltop, aGirl Scout camp that usespart of the park
asan educationa resource. Natural AreaPreservation hasbeenfosteringarda
tionship with Camp Hilltop to emphasize the proper usesof the natural areato
help preserveitsecological diversty.

In the late 1970s, parts of Kuebler Langford
were used as a staging area during the con-
struction of M-14. Most of thetopsoil was
removed and heavy machinery wasstored
onsite. Theseactivitiesresulted in com-
paction of the soil and anincreasein soil
erosonresultinginsteepgullies. Therecent
construction activitieson M-14 have again af -
fected asmall portion of the edge of the park,
but will berestored with native plantingsonce
the constructioniscomplete. Thisareais :
dsotransected by utility linesandregularly =555,
cleared of vegetationin theright-of-way. f{-‘:‘_ ST
Fortunately, theseactivitieshavedl over- ™. =
lapped in the open areas near the highway
and |eft therest of the park in remarkably good eco- S Witchhazed
logica condition. "I (Hamamelis
" virginiana)

continued on page’
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Butterfly Survey Update
by Chris Rickards

The2000 NAPButterfly survey hassofar yielded 61 species
of the 71 previously recorded in Ann Arbor parks. The
cooler weather conditions associated with good, deep,
regular rainshave provided uswith awonderful opportunity
to seegood numbersof most locd butterflies.

A warm May brought some unexpected migrant butterflies.
Both Buckeye (Junonia coenia) and Variegated Fritillary
(Euptoieta claudia) were seen earlier than usud thisyear,
appearing in May and June. Fiery Skipper (Hylephila
phylus) made an unusual June appearencein Furstenberg
Park and asingle Little Sulphur (Eurema lisa) was ob-
served in Gallup Park in June. The Monarch (Danaus
plexippus) also took advantage of strong southerly winds
early in the year and we have been seeing this butterfly
throughout the parks since then. One notable absenceisthe
migratory Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui), which hasyet to
show upinthe parksafter itsregular northerly migration
acrossthe country. Keep your eyespeded for thisbeautiful
pinkish-orange butterfly throughout thefall.

Theresident specieshave a so been numerous. Early sur-
prisesincludethe confirmation of theMustard White (Pieris
napi) asan Ann Arbor butterfly; it hasnow been seenin
Barton Nature Areaand the Foster area of that park and
a so at Foxfire South. The Roadside Skipper (Amblyscirtes
vialis) hasal so been seen once again intheforest scrub of
Marshall Park, and | have been ableto confirm previous
sightings of Southern Cloudywing (Thorybesbathyllus),
which flits madly around
Furstenbergin Juneand July.
Therarer wetland speciescon-
tinueto befound inthedamp
corners of our park system.
Mulberrywing Skipper
(Poenes massosoit) and
Black Dash (Euphyes FSasessss
conspicua) arenow confirmed
along the Huron from Barton
through to Gallup, as is
AcadianHairstreak (Satyrium
acadica), which perchesface
downonthecattails.

\

Acadian Hairstreak
(Satyrium acadica)

continued on page 8

Park Focus
continued from page 6

Theareasof greatest biological diversity areonthenorth
side of alargewooded ravinethat bisectsthe park from
northeast to southwest. You can reach

this area from the Beechwood e~
trance by following the main
mowed path, then veering left
whenthetrall splits. Gotowhere
theutility linecrossesthetrail, then
leavethetrail and gowest (1€ft) to
thefirst utility pole. (Look for a
utility polewith alarge, metal
culvert pipebehindit.) Thereis
apathtotheright (north) intothe
woods near thisfirst pole. The
path meanders through ashrubb
section before it reaches amore
ture, forested habitat. You can expect

to seemany speciesof birds, perhgpseventhe Blue-winged
Warbler, sometimesfoundin Kuebler Langfordinthesum-
mer but otherwise uncommoninAnnArbor. Theforested
areahosts many of the same plantsand animalsfoundin
theravinesof BirdHills. Someof thebest displaysof wild
ginger (Asarumcanadense) can befound on the dopesof
the ravine along with maiden-hair fern (Adiantum
pedatum), doll’ seyes (Actaea pachypoda), and clustered-
leaved tick-trefoil (Desmodiumglutinosum). Largeblack
oaksand white oaks (Quercusvel utina and Quercusalba)
cast moderate shade suitablefor understory plantssuch as
witch-hazel (Hamamelis virginiana), a delicate shrub
uniquefor itssubtleyelow flowersthat bloominfall and
persist into winter. Stands of hazelnut shrubs (Corylus
americana) are scattered throughout the forest aswell,
their clona shoots springing up fromtheir shallow roots.
Intotal, Natural AreaPreservation’splant inventory lists
296 plantsfound withintheentirenaturd area, 215 of which
arenativeto Michigan.

Asthesummer progressesintofall, therewill be colorful
leaf displaysaong thewood and edgesand throughout the
forest canopy. Thenext timeyou are headed out to ex-
plore one of the City’s natural areas, consider Kuebler
Langford. Itsvaried habitatsand less-visited trailsprovide
an opportunity to dow down and admiremany of theloca
plantsand animalsof AnnArbor.
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Frog and Toad Survey 2000
by David Mifsud

WEell, it'struewhat they say: al good things must cometo anend. So
too must another wonderful season of frog and toad surveying. That's
right, we have completed our 6" frog and toad survey season! Wehad
an outstanding 30 people turn in surveys this season, the best
participation yet! We are still getting surveysturned inand areinthe
process of entering the survey datainto our Natural Features Database.

It has been anything but an easy field season for our hard-working and
very dedicated volunteers. They have had to copewith delayed rains
and unseasonablewarm and cold wegther, which affectsthefrogs activity
and calling and makes surveying that much more difficult. Yet they
triumphed over these obstaclesto provide uswith much-needed data
to add to our ever-growing pool of information on the location and
status of frogsand toadsinAnnArbor.

Soon (hopefully withinthe next 4 years) wewill have enough datato get
agenerd pictureof which speciesaredecliningandwhicharethrivingin
thecity. Of coursethisdoesn’t mean wewill stop doing surveys. This
will just hel p us make better management decisionsfor thefutureto
hel p preservethefrogsand toadsof Ann Arbor and their habitat (habitat
lossbeing amajor cause of population declines).

In addition tothe NAPfrog and toad surveys, the City Herpetol ogist
vigtsal AnnArbor natural areas to get abetter understanding of what
speciesactudly and potentialy occur withintheseareas. Inthefuture, it
isour hopethat volunteerswill beableto assist in such projectsand so
gain abetter perspectiveon how biologicaly diverseour community is

(especidly theherps)!

Atthistimel would liketo send aspecid thank youto all thevolunteers
for their outstanding assistancethisfield season. Without your help this
venturewould truly beimpossible. | hopeto seedll of you again next
season. Besureto bring afriend or twowith you. Themore, themerrier!

Also, don’'t forget about the end of season volunteer get-together on
November 14. Moreinfomation will be mailed to you about the party
at thebeginning of November.

Butterfly Survey Update

continued from page 7

Our prolific yet
most localized
buttefly, the
Silvery
Checkerspot
(Charidryas
nycertis), was
onceagainfound
inhuge numbers
in the meadows
of Marshall Park.
Dueto the won-
derful weather, |
expect a second
brood will beforthcoming thisfal. Another lo-
cal butterfly “delicacy”, the Bronze Copper
(Lyceana hyllus), hasonce again beenrarein
the parks. Thisisanother wetland-associated
butterfly and hasonly beenfoundin Bartonand
Furstenberg so far, however thereisasecond
broodinthefall. A closereativeof thisbutter-
fly is the Harvester (Feniseca tarquinius),
which, asdefrom being one of themore beau-
tiful butterfliesof theHuron River edge, exhib-
itsamost unusual lifecycle. It eatsother bugs!
Harvester caterpillarseat thewoolly gphidsthey
closdly resemble.

Silvery Checkerspot
(Charidryas nycertis)

Fal butterfliesinclude many second broods of
the spring species, but one speciesisparticular
to September and October: Leonard’s Skip-
per (Hesperialeonardus). Thisisthefastest of
all the skippersand you may catch aglimpseof
itinthedrier areas of Barton Park. Look out
for fall migrantsfrom the south such asFiery
Skipper, Buckeye, Painted Lady, Grey Hair-
streak (Srymon melinus), Pipevine Swallow-
tail (Battus philenor) and Variegated Fritillary
aswell assoutherly moving Mourning Cloak
(Nymphalisantiopa) and Compton’s Tortoise
shell (Nymphalisvau-album).

If youwould likemoreinformation onhow you
can participate with the other 22 volunteersin
the NAPButterfly Survey, please contact the
NAP office or email me directly.
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Getting Grubby
by Kirstin Condict

Thispast spring you may have noticed large patches of
dead grass devel oping throughout the city parks, aswell
asinmediansandresidentid lawns. Thelikely culprit: an
invasive insect species called the European chafer
(Rhizotrogusmajalis). Nativetowestern and central Eu-
rope, the European chafer isadestructive beetle that was
first discoveredin the United Statesin the 1940s. It ap-
peared in Michigan 20 yearsago and becameincreas-
ingly problematicinthe’90s. Last year the European chafer
wasVirulent and now isconsidered themost seriouslawn
pestinthisarea

Wheninthegrub stage, the European chafer feedsprima-
rily on therootsof grasses. Thisfeeding occursduring
spring and fall months, but damageismost severeduring
drought timeswhen water-stressed grass cannot regener-
ate new rootsto replace the root systems destroyed by
thesevoraciousinsects. Areasinfested with European
chafer grubs may also be frequented by birds or other
animalslooking for an easy meal. Crows, skunks, rac-
coons, and opossums will tear up the sod in search of
tasty grubs, leavingthelawnindisrepair.

Although several insecticidesexist to control grubs, the
City Parks& Recresation Department islooking for aless
toxic and more environmental ly sustainable approach to
controllingthisdestructivepest. With asssancefromDavid
Cappaert, MSU European chafer Project Coordinator
(andformer NAP Entomologist), the City hopestofind an
dternativeturf grassthat will proveresistant to the Euro-
pean chafer. Thissummer, Cappaert will be conducting
greenhousetrialson several different speciesof native
warm-season grasses. Becausewarm-season grassesdif-
fer from cool-season grassesin root sructure, mass, growth
rate, and chemistry, they arelikely to differ intheir re-
sponseto root-feeding grubsaswell. Their extensive
root systems are apt to give them a com-
petitive advantage over shallow-rooted
turfgrass, hopefully dlowingthemto
tolerateagiven grub dengity better
% than standard turf. Stay tuned
. for theresultsof thisstudy!

Volunteer Focus
continued from page 4

The steward of Hansen and Fritz Parks also shared his
insghtswithme. Steve Beanworksintheseparksandon
other NAPprojectsbecause natural areasprovide beauty,
cleanair, natural soundsandinteresting formsof life. Cur-
rently acomputer database programmer, Steve has stud-
ied natura resource management, education, environmental
policy and physics. Previously heworked for the Ecol-
ogy Center, RecycleAnnArbor, and Resource Recycling
Systems. Environmental and political activismareamong
hishobbies. Over theyearshe’ sworked on anumber of
community organizationsand campaigns, from organizing
astatewide Green Party inthelate’ 80sto assisting the
Eberwhite Woods Committee and the Allens Creek Wa-
tershed Group. Steve saysvolunteering provides” anop-
portunity to exercise my mind and body doing the im-
portant, life-enhancing work that too few people are
paidtodo. Thework | do might ensurethat a plant or
animal that might otherwise become extinct, either
locally or globally, sometime in the future, will sur-
vive. That's a very good feeling. It gives me the op-
portunity to leave my son a legacy that money can't
buy.” Hispersona goal for workinginthe park natural
areasisto “ reverse the degradation of natural areas
by invasive species and human activities so the spe-
ciesthat evolved in those ecosystems can thrive there
again and we can enjoy them, free of guilt and de-
gpair over thethreatsthat they face fromour past mis-
takes.”

Stewards often work on their own in a park. Just as
homeowners know every nook and cranny of their back-
yard, stewardsget to know their parksintimately. Brian
and Mary Glass keep a naturalist notebook for Cedar
Bend. Manfred Schmidt cantell you dl thebirdsthat have
comethrough Scarlet Mitchell. Gillian Harrishasrecently
moved near Argo Park, and after helping with the breed-
ing bird survey there, shewasready totakeonmorein
her neighborhood park. Each steward will have adiffer-
ent story and perspective asto why they commit them-
selvesto spend alittleextratime and effort in apark natu-
ra area. Wehopethat stewardship provideseach volun-
teer the chanceto escapethe hectic paceof lifeand form
abondwithanatura area
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Staff Updates

MichelleBar nwell, our chainsaw queen, isleaving usin
September. Sheisgetting married and movingto Cincin-
nati. Michellefiguresit would betoo much of acommute
to stay with us. Perhapswhile sheisjob hunting shecan
do chain saw carvings?

We had the pleasure again to work with an intern from
Tubingen, our Sister city in Germany. Sven Lauriuat isa
Public Administration student with an emphasisinenviron-
mental law. Heworked with both thefield and office taff.
Besdesthedang he picked up, hewas most impressed by
the chainsaw-wie ding women of the conservation crew.

Jennifer Maigr et, our “what would we do without her”

womanisgoing to make usdo without her for much of the
workweek. She'll be reducing her hours to pursue a
master’sdegree at U of M School of Architecture. Jen
will continueto use her background in ecology asshefo-
cusesher studieson environmenta design.

CraigMichaels, our clerk and keeper of the paychecks,
isalso moving on. Heismoving back to the city of his
‘yute’ (youth) New York City. After working for awhile,
heiscongdering pursuing an environmenta law degree.

Katherine O’ Brien completed aninternship with NAP
thissummer. A student with UM SNRE in Environmental
Policy and Behavior, shewanted to seewhat theworking
worldwaslike. We put her through the paces by working
withthefield crew, hel ping with Huron River Day and do-
Ing those sometimes-tedi ous-but-necessary officetasks.
Shestill saysshehad agreat summer and enjoyed work-
ingwithus. Katherineisjoining usthisfal asatemporary
part-time staff member helping uswith theclerical end of
things.

Nancy Novitski hasalso joined usasatemporary staff
member and issoon becoming aJill-of-all-trades. Nancy
completed her studiesat Stanford, withaBSin Biology.
Originally from Mt. Pleasant, she'schosen AnnArbor as
her new hometo beclosetofamily, but still inan interest-
ingplace.

Stewards' Circle
by Lisa Brush,
Volunteer Stewardship Network

Areyouinterestedinlearning moreabout careand monitoring
of natural areas- woods, creeks, prairies, etc.? Thenjoin
the Stewardship Network (apartnership of NAR,
the Huron River Watershed Council, and &
UM’sNicholsArboretum) from 7:30amto >
8:30am onthesecond Tuesday of eechmonth =
(note September’s Stewards' Circlewill be
on the third Tuesday) for an informal "\x
conversationwithvolunteer and professond €
stewards about a given topic. See below for 7
scheduleand topics.

Tuesday, September 19th, 7:30amto 8:30am, Bruegger’s
BagelsonNorth Universty inAnnArbor. Discussion topic:
Fire. Haveyou heard that fireisanimportant management
tool? Haveyou thought about using firein managing your
natural area? Join usfor adiscussion of thisimportant tool.

Tuesday, October 10th, 7:30am to 8:30am, Bruegger’s
Bagels on North University in Ann Arbor. Discussion
topic: How do you educate neighbors about their
impact on your natural area? | ssues such as dumping
yardwaste, runoff fromlawn fertilizer, invasve plant species
creeping fromyardsinto natural areas, creatingtrails, etc.
will bediscussed.

Tuesday, November 14th, 7:30am to 8:30am, Bruegger’s
BagelsonNorth Universty inAnnArbor. Discussion topic:
Invasive species. Join us for this discussion about the
many ways of controlling invasive plant speciesthat are
threatening our natural areas.

Tuesday, December 12th, 7:30am to 8:30am, Bruegger’s
Bagels on North University in Ann Arbor. Discussion
topic: How can we get mor e peopleinvolved in our
activities? Shareideasand learn of somesuccessful efforts
ingetting more peopleouit.

The most effective way to cope

with change is to help create it.
- L. W. Lynett
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Fall Burns
continued from page 1

thelatewinter/early soring, thusencouragingthe
growth of native warm-season grasseswhich
generaly need soil temperaturesof 70°F

to germinate (compared with the minimum
60°F needed by exotic cool-season grasseslike
Kentucky Bluegrass). The sooner the soil
warmsup, the better for the native warm sea-
SON grasses.

Another obviousadvantage of fall burning over
spring burningisthat there’snoworry of burn-
ing off new shoots of woodland spring wild-
flowers, asmost nativewoodland flowersare
brown and dormant by thefall. Of course, if
you are hoping to control garlic mustard by
burning, you may sill be better off waiting until
the spring when you can catch the new young
seedlingsjust asthey emergefromthesoil. But
leef litter does't burn aswell inthe spring after
it has been compacted under winter snow.

Sowithany luck you' Il be seeing someof our
smoke around town thisfall, from mid-Octo-
ber into early December. A final list of fall burn
steshasnot yet been put together, but it will be
especialy focused on wooded steswherelots
of spring wildflowersmake spring burns diffi-
cult. If youwant to learn more about the ecol -
ogy of burning, and the benefitsof burningin
thefdl, cometo our publicinformation meeting
on October 3rd at 7:30 p.m. at the Ledlie Sci-
ence Center. No new burn crew training is
scheduledthisfall but it isscheduled for Febru-
ary of 2001. Withall our preparationswehope
that it won't betoo wet to burn. We can al-
wayslook forward to spring when wearesure
to have good burn wesather.

Breeding Bird Survey Update
by Dea Armstrong

TheBreeding Bird Survey for 2000 iswinding downand our 21 BBS
volunteersare deeping abit later these days. After our sixth year of
surveys, it'shard to find new birds, but once again thelandfill proper-
tiescamethrough. Roger Kuhiman found severd breeding SedgeWrens
(Cistothorus platensis) in the hayfields south of the big pond. The
Atlas of Breeding Birds of Michigan (Brewer et. al. 1991) showsno
recordsfor Washtenaw County, sothisisaparticularly bigfind for our
BBS. Congratul ationsand thanks, Roger! Other firgt-time speciesfor
thelandfill werethe Hooded Warbler (W Isonia citrina) and Scarlet
Tanager (Pirangaolivacea), both of whichwerefoundinthelarge
woods south of thelandfill road. Regrettably, only BBSvolunteers
have access to the hayfields and woods, but the Ruddy Turnstone
(Arenariainterpres) seen at the pond over aseveral day periodin
Junewasavailablefor any interested birders. Thelandfill pond contin-
uesto draw birdersfrom southeastern Michigan to seetherare mi-
grantsthat dropin. Don’t forget: if you do gotothelandfill, dl visitors
arerequired to check in at the scale house acrossfrom the pond upon
arriva. Thecapped landfillswerethelocation againfor breeding Bobo-
links (Dolichonyx oryzivorus), Grasshopper Sparrows
(Ammodramus savannarum), Savannah Sparrows (Passerculus
sandwichensis), Eastern Meadowlarks (Sturnella magna), and
Horned Larks (Eremophila alpestris). The less frequent mowing
schedul e adopted thisyear most likely contributed to the nesting suc-
cessof these speciesin 2000 (see NAP News, Summer 2000).

A Blue-headed Vireo (Mreo solitarius) wasfound singing in Marshall
Park by Roger Wykes over several weeksduring the breeding sea
son. Whilethis speciesisoften found during migration, itisarare
resident inthe county and thisisthefirst record for city parks.

Inour last newsl etter we reported that we had seen nesting Eastern
Bluebirds(Saliasalis) in Furstenberg, Brown, and Kuebler Langford
Parks. We can now add that Barton Park had nesting Bluebirdsand
that al of these parkshad Bluebird fledglings present by mid-June -a
great successstory for these parks. Unfortunately, Gallup Park had no
nesting Bluebirdsthisyear, though they showed muchinterestinthe
boxesinlatewinter. WE Il continueto follow these boxesand seeif
the Bluebirdswill be ableto make use of theminthismore*people-
oriented” park. Tree Swallows (Iridoprocne bicolor) are anative
speciesthat have used many of the Gallup boxes successfully and these
birdsarequite entertaining to watch aswell.

We covered over 40 parksand properties during thisbreeding season
and found closeto 100 different species. Thanksagainto al of our
volunteersfor ajobwell done!
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In responseto frequent inquiries, here’'sasampling of some environmentally related internet web sites:

www.nps.gov/plants

Plant Conservation Alliance- The PCA isaconsortium of ten fed-
era government Member agenciesand over 145 non-federal Co-
operatorsrepresenting variousdisciplineswithintheconservationfidd:
biologigts, botanists, habitat preservationists, horticulturists, resources
management consultants, soil scientists, specia interest clubs, non-
profit organi zations, concerned citizens, naturelovers, and garden-
ers. PCA Membersand Cooperatorswork collectively to solvethe
problems of native plant extinction and native habitat restoration,
ensuring the preservation of our ecosystem.

www.great-lakes.net

The Great Lakes|nformation Network (GLIN) isapartnership that
providesoneplaceonlinefor peopleto find information relating to
thebi-national Great Lakes-St. Lawrenceregion of North America
GLIN offersawealth of dataand information about theregion’s
environment, economy, tourism, education and more. Thankstoits
strong network of ate, provincid, federd and regiond partner agen-
ciesand organizations, GLIN hasbecome anecessary component
of informed decision making, and atrusted and reliable source of
information for thosewho live, work or have aninterest inthe Great
Lakesregion.
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WwWw.enature.com

Thisgtecontainsonlinefidd guideinformation. The
eNature.com OnlineFed Guideisasearchableda
tabasefor identifying morethan 4,000 plant and ani-
mal speciesof North America. Additional species
and other nature content are constantly added to
the database

www.rce.rutgers.edu/weeds/index.html
Thissitecoversinvasive plantsfoundin New Jer-
sey. but its photosand descriptionsare useful for
ushereinMichigan.

www.blm.gov/educati on/weed/weed.html
ThisisaBureau of Land Management environmen-
tal education siteconcerning invasiveweeds.

www.bbg.org/index.html

Thisisthe home pagefor the Brooklyn Botanic
Garden, agreat resourcefor gardeners, including
native plant gardeners.
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