
ANN ARBOR CITY NOTICE 
 

ORDINANCE NO. ORD-12-34 
TRAFFIC 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTIONS 10:136 AND 10:138 OF CHAPTER 126, 
TRAFFIC, OF TITLE X OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF ANN ARBOR. 
 
The City of Ann Arbor ordains: 
 
Section 1:  That Section 10:136 of Chapter 126, Traffic, of Title X of the Code of the City 
of Ann Arbor be amended to read as follows: 
 
10:136. – [Abandoned] STORAGE OF vehicles.  
 
(1) If a vehicle has remained standing or parked on public or private property for a 
period of time so that it appears to be abandoned, the city administrator may affix a 
written notice to the vehicle requiring its removal.  
 
(2) If a vehicle is not removed within 48 hours after the time the notice ordering its 
removal was affixed, the vehicle shall be deemed abandoned and the city administrator 
may take the vehicle into custody.  
 
(3) If a vehicle is taken into custody under this section, the Administrator shall act in 
accordance with the requirements of Section 252a of the State Motor Vehicle Code or, if 
the vehicle is an abandoned registered or unregistered scrap vehicle, in accordance 
with the requirements of Section 252b of the Motor Vehicle Code.  
 
(4) No person shall permit a vehicle registered to that person to remain standing or 
parked on public or private property more than 48 hours after the notice of subsection 
(1) has been affixed to the vehicle.  
 
Section 2:  That Section 10:138 of Chapter 126, Traffic, of Title X of the Code of the City 
of Ann Arbor be amended to read as follows: 
 
10:138. - Vehicle repairs and inoperative or unregistered vehicles.  

(1) Vehicle repairs. No person shall disassemble, construct, reconstruct or conduct 
major repairs upon a motor vehicle on the streets, highways, or parking lots of 
the City of Ann Arbor, nor shall any person disassemble, construct, reconstruct, 
or conduct major repairs upon a motor vehicle upon any private property unless 
in connection with an auto maintenance or repair business or unless the vehicle 
is completely enclosed within a garage. A reasonable time, not to exceed 48 
hours from the time of disability, shall be permitted for the removal or emergency 
servicing of a disabled vehicle on the streets, highways or parking lots of the city.  
 

(2) Inoperative vehicles.  
 
 (a)  A vehicle shall be deemed inoperative if it is incapable of being propelled under 



its own power or lacks the necessary equipment to be legally driven on the 
highways of this state.    

 
 (b)  Private Property.  No person shall park, store, leave, or allow to be left upon 

private property controlled by him or her, any motor vehicle in a rusted, 
wrecked, junk, or partially dismantled or inoperative condition, whether 
attended or not, unless in connection with an auto maintenance or repair 
business or unless the vehicle is completely enclosed within a garage. 
Provided, however, that while no such vehicle is permitted in front of the 
setback, 1 such vehicle can be maintained in the rear yard for a period not to 
exceed 30 days after notice to remove the vehicle is served by the city so long 
as the vehicle is not within 20 feet of an abutting residential lot.  

 
 (c)  Public Property.  No person shall park, store, leave, or allow to be left upon 

public property any motor vehicle in an inoperative condition, whether 
attended or not. If a vehicle appears to be inoperative based on outward 
appearance or otherwise appears to not have been driven after a 48 hour 
notice has been affixed to the vehicle pursuant to section 10:136, the city 
administrator or his/her delegate may demand that the registered owner 
demonstrate that the vehicle is operative.  Failure or refusal to demonstrate 
that the vehicle is operative shall be considered conclusive proof that the 
vehicle is inoperative.  

 
(3) Unregistered vehicles. No person shall park, store, leave, or allow to be left upon 

the streets, highways, or parking lots of the City of Ann Arbor, any motor vehicle 
not displaying current license plates registered to that vehicle.  

 
Section 3:  In the event any court of competent jurisdiction shall hold any provision of 
this Ordinance invalid or unenforceable, such holding shall not invalidate or render 
unenforceable any other provision thereof. 
 
Section 4:  This Ordinance shall take effect ten days after passage and publication. 
 
As Amended by Ann Arbor City Council on November 19, 2012. 
 
[ ] Brackets indicate deleted language 
 
All CAPS indicate new language 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the Council of the City of 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, at its regular session of December 3, 2012. 
 
Jacqueline Beaudry, Ann Arbor City Clerk 
John Hieftje, Mayor 
 
Published:  12/6/12 on the City Clerk’s webpage 


