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AA residents fight

BY CHARLES CHILD

Arbor. These 32 pristine wooded

CRAIN'S DETROIT BUSINESS

The birds are returning to Black
Pond Woods, breaking a long win-
ter's silence with early morning
calls. The sun shines 14 hours a
day. compared to just nine hours in
late December. coaxing green from
oaks, hickories and maples.

The woods are a rarity in Ann

acres, lete with a pond, are just
two miles from downtown

The problem. for neighbors and
migrating birds, is that bulldozers
could show up in A

For 24 years, Courtelis Co., a
Miami, Fla.-based real-estate in-
vestment company, has waited to
develop 26 acres of the land. Twice,
dating from 1968, elaborate devel-

to save Black Pond Woods

opment plans were stymied

About 10 years ago, Courtelis don-
ated to the city for a park six acres
surrour:jtng Bln:y,k Paned!. even
though company’s development
plans hed failed to materialize.

The company's third develop-
ment pian, however, waa approved
by the city's planning commission
last month. Tonight, the city coun-
cil will consider the plan.

We’ll Never Let You Down

only

We learned a long time ago that ser-
vice is what keeps our customers com-
ing back. The kind of service that

sionals can provide.

We offer a superb selection of office
furnishings and accessories. Every-
thing you need to make your business
run smoothly and efficiently, from
complete office systems to paper
clips. And it's all available from one
knowledgeable, supportive source:
McMillan Bros.

Whether you're starting a new busi-
ness or just looking for ways to make
your old office more attractive
and productive, call us. We're the
kind of people you'll love to do
business with. . .the kind who will
never let you down.

TB McMillanBros.

Supplies s Furniture e Systems

experienced, dedicated profes-

(313) 875-DESK

See 5 at Business Expo and
enter ‘“The Ugly Office Contest.’

Despite the commission’s approval,
the fate of the woods is far from set-
tled. A group of citizens has rallied to
save the woords. With petitions, grant
applications and jawboning, the

to the council
to pay Courtelis an estimated
$800,000 to preserve the property as
a park. Other estimates put the price
of the property over $1 million.

The decision comes at a crucial
time for Ann Arbor's preservation-
ists. Development has accelerated
in the 1980s, whittling away at re-
maining open space. For a city that
takes pride in its green conscious-
ness, opportunities to save park-
{and are dwindling.

“Ann Arbor is running out of
prime pieces (of

arkland),” said
eg Molin, who
chairs the Ann

(] Ann Arbor is

the value and beauty of nature.

“People wan't care if they don't
know what's being lost,” Hill said.

The woods have many biological
and geological lessons to teach.
William Farrand, a geology profes-
sor at University of Michigan, told
the city that the woods are the
finest undisturbed “kettle” land-
scape remaining in Ann Arbor.

To gealogists, a kettle is a basin
created when a huge piece of ice
separated from a retreating gla-
cier. Black Pond. in the northern
portion of the woods, was formed
when an ancient chunk of ice
melted, leaving o depression that
is filled today by water.

Above the pond runs a kame. a
ridge of gravel
and debris
formed by ou-
twash from the

Arbor Parks Ad- 'unnlng out of melting glacier.
visory Com.mu_a- = Today, the kame
?ioni“'l'he city is pl'ime pieces (of is covered witha
ioune oo parkland). The oo
e . CHOY 18 looking - oaf ke
N - ack walnu

den;dofCounelig more like and cherry
in Miami. said trees.

hed be nappy 1o SOUthfield. B The southern
sell the land to portion of the

the city. As a
sign of good

PEG MOLIN, Ann Arbor
Parks Advisory Commission

roperty is a
bngshy tangle —

faith, he agreed
to hold the bull-
dozers until Aug. 1 to give the
council time to make up its mind.
But if the council won’t buy, he
wants to move ahead.

“Our problem is that we've
owned it for 80 many years. we
want to seil,” he said.

The plan calls for building 43
homes on the acreage and saving
many of the trees.

Working to persuade the city to
write Vassilaros a check ia Jen-
nifer Hill, a neighbor and coordi-
nator of Friends of Black Pond
Woods. To Hill, at stake is more
than pretty trees near her home.

If society is to change its destruc-
tive ntﬁmdl: toward the environ-
ment, le must appreciate the
olmmr‘:mn said Thus, 32 acres of
woods within 8 city afe a priceless
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MAY IS NATIONAL ROOFING MONTH
insist on a Professional Roofing Contractor

+ WORKMANSHIP =

A Service of the Roofing Industry Promotion Fund
- “For the Advancement of Roofing and Waterproofing”
3560 E. Nine Mile Road, Warren 48091 759-2140

THE ROOFING INDUSTRY INFORMATION COUNCIL
PROVIDES TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE & A TRAINED WORK FORCE

Call 799-2140 for consuitation an

* Extended Uife
« Professionsi Contractor * Troubie Free
« Energy EfMdient

* raofing systems

« specifications
 materials

* qualified contractors

ve ex-

cept to the

trained observer. “It was once farmed

and now is a successional forest,” re-
turning to a mature state, Hill said.

Bordering the property to the
south is the Leslie Science Center.
Eugene Leslie. a public-spirited UM
professor who died without heirs,
willed his farmstead o the city for
educational purposes. He also gave
the city nearby land for the 18-hole
Leslie Park Golf Course, which bor-
ders Black Pond Woods. The science
center, with its parking lot and of-
fices, would be an ideal base for ex-
ploring the woods, Hill said.

Like most Michigan cities, Ann
Arbor is financially . So it
might seem extremely difficult to pry
$800,000 out of the city’s treasury, no
matter how laudable the cause.

The preservationists, however,
have an ace in the hole. In 1988,
Anp Arbor voters approved a half-
mill tax to roise money to acquire
parkland. The tax will raise about
$900,000 annually for five years.

Black Pond Waods, though. is
just one of dozens of properties
competing for the acquisition cash.
The parks advisory commission,
which advises the city council on
park issues. has decided that par-
cels along the Huron River, which
bisects the city. are first in line.

To ease the financial pain. the
city has applied for a $300.000
grant from the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, which
belps municipalities buy parkland.
But the state's decision won't be
known until January.

The Friends of Black Pond group
has appreached the Trust for Pub-
lic Land for a loan the city could
use to buy the property. A repre-
sentative of the New York City-
based trust, which works to pre-
serve ecologically important land.
is scheduled to visit the property in
May, Hill said.

Earlier this year, tshe cgolan?il
agreed to pay close to $700. or
36 acres m:lr Bird Hills Park.

If the council “tries %o buy Black
Pond, there won't be money for ather
parcels waiting on the list.” said
Councilman Joe Borda. “How it will
be worked out, | don't know.”

Councilman Jerry Schleicher
added, "It all comes down to dollar
signs, The public support is there.
But if we can't afford it. the deve-
loper should go ahead.” coB
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