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The 3.4 miles of unpaved trails at Barton Nature Area have no hills to speak of—the 

flat topography is one reason the park was historically used as farmland. Now the park 

contains prairies, marshland, wet meadows, old field, and mesic forest areas. On the 

1.4 mile loop, visitors are guaranteed to hear and see exciting wildlife and the plants 

that make up their habitat no matter the season. The Barton Dam itself is an exciting 

destination on the north end of the park, just over the railroad tracks from the loop. 

Two parking lots on either end of the park are accessible from W Huron River Drive, 

and the looped walk can be started from either parking lot.  

 

Barton Nature Area 

Total trail length:  

• Highlighted loop 1.4 miles 

• 3.4 miles total  
Topography: flat 
Trail type: Natural surface trails 
 
 
 
 
Check out GIVE365 for Visit Every Park 
information or to track your walks and earn 
park walk prizes.  
 
Visit Natural Area Preservation to learn 
more about Ann Arbor’s natural areas or the 
Huron River Watershed Council to learn 
more about river recreation, preservation 
and the Huron River Water Trail.  
 
 

Tag us #a2parkwalks on social media.  

https://www.a2gov.org/departments/Parks-Recreation/GIVE365/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/Parks-Recreation/GIVE365/Pages/Visit-Every-Park-Challenge.aspx
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/Parks-Recreation/parks-places/Pages/A2parkwalks.aspx
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/Parks-Recreation/nap/Pages/NaturalAreaPreservation.aspx
https://www.hrwc.org/
https://huronriverwatertrail.org/

