The Latest Dog Park Trends to Please Your Most Loyal Patrons

According to a recent national survey from the Humane Socicty, 39
percent of American households now own at least ore dog. And as the
nation goes to the dogs, so do its parks. America’s 100 largest cities saw
a 34 percent increase in dog parks from 2005 to 2010, according (o USA
Today.

As the dog-park movement continues uncurbed, recreation managers
now have a variety of new products, features and operational approach-
es at their disposal to enhance these operations.

“As a profession, we've been designing parks since the
mid-1800s, but we've only been seriously looking at
dog off-leash areas for about 10 years,” said Randy
Burkhardt, the assistani. director of parks, trails
and building grounds for Colorado’s Douglas
County. “S8o there’s a lot of new information out
there, and the more we can share, the better.”

Dog Park 101

As more recreation managers learn through
experierice, they are getting more adept at. mak-
ing dog-park choices that ensure smooth opera-
tion ever the long haul. And no parks departmeri
has launched more dog parks than Portland’s. The
city is now building its 33rd dog park and leads the
nation per capita with 5.7 dog parks per 100,000
residents.

“The Iwo most important things are going to be where you put if, and
whal kind of surface you put on il,” said Ali Ryar, a program specialist
for Portland Parks & Recreation, whose many respounsibilities include
heading the offdeash program. “We've found that by using a few basic
criteria, we've been pretty successful in siting dog areas and spots that
work.”

Dog parks can often be launched most. successfully when placed in
spaces without a history or other current use, but somelimes
this isn’t possible. In Portland, nearly all of the dog off-
leash areas had fo be carved out of existing park space.
sfully, the city looks for spaces that

» at least 5,000 square fcet
= rclatively level, dry and irrigated
away from playgrounds, residential areas
and heavy traffic
* close 10 parking
evenly distributed throughoul ihe city
not affecting fish and wildlife habitats or
watcr quality
* outside the main circulation of the park
= currently seeing high off-leash use
In some areas, it can also be helpful to locate a
dog park along a (rail system to give pet owners more
of an opportunity to walk their dogs to the park.
Portland has tested a variely of surface materials to deter
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mine what works best in the cily’s wet climate. Bark cliips secem to do the
trick, though Portland also has a few sites with sand or gravel, is building

a new park with decomposed granite, at:d I:as some larger grass off-leash As the dog_park movement continues
areas.
Budget, climate, park size and usage, arid surrounding park amenities all uncurbed . recreation managers now have
have to be taken into account when selecting a dog-park surface.
Thankfully, dog parks have more oplions ti chcose from than ever before, a Variety of new pdeUCtS, features and
including new synthetic turfs with antimicrobial backing designed specif- ) . ]
icatly for dog parks. operational approaches at their disposal
Grasz remains most common in larger dog parks, though more recre- q
ation managers are choosing to rest or reseed this turf regularly because to enhance these operatlons.

of the damage that dog paws and wasle can do.
Burkhardt oversees two dog parks ir: Douglas County located in devel-
oped sports complexes, where irri

gated twf was used to maich the ——
character of the rest of the park.
“Douglas County is basically high
desert,” ke said. “In our area, il you
don’l. maintain that grass, it never
has an opportunity to recover. So in

about three or four months, you've . . Dogi-oN"l't-Parks<

basically destroyed it, and the only Your source for dog park solutions
way you can get it to recover is to

take the use off it.”

Douglas County splits the two
dog parks in half, letling one side
be used until the maintenance staff
views it as almost at the point of nc
return before switching the off-
leash usage to the other section.
Even Portland, with its wetter cli-
rate, takes a similar approach with © Thie Marker LEaner Since 1994
its grassy areas. ‘“It's incredibly * Oxo-Broogcrapasie Litter Pick Up Bacs
important to let the grass rest and © EnviRoNMENTALLY Constious PRobucts |
close part of the dog park to regen-  Wonto Cuass Customer Service
erate the grass seed,” Ryan said

For this reason, other surfaces
are more common at smaller urban
dog parks where such rotation is
impossible. And these surfaces are “The Clean Solutlot 1o Dog Pallutic
L e e e 800-364-7681 ¢ www.DOGIPOT.com
high-traffic areas ol a predominant-
ly grass park. “You have to treat

those areas of high concertrated
use differently, whether it’s with a g - =
bark material, granile or concrete,” R E c Y c L ! N G s u I. “ T | n N S
Burkhardt said. “If you are expeci- %

ing turf to grow at the gate areas,
you're going to be exiremnely disap- Chaose your recycling solution from DuMor's series of recycling receptacles

pointed.” . ; 4
e M e that can be customized by color, cover type, hoie size, and number of liners.
Berghe, sales and marketing marn

ager for a manufacturer of dog-park

products based in Everett, Wash., - e . =
synthetic turf and engineered wood
fiber are iwo of the most popular
surfaces being installed today.
“Those are both great options
because they're bolh pretty low-
maintenance,” she said.
But in some cases, even just let-

ting an area go to dirt may be the
right, choice. “We spend as much on
our dog off-leash areas as we do :
any other acre of our turf in our e [®%E Quality, Style, Function...DuMor
system for maintenance, because 5

we wouldn't want just a large dirt g
patch in the middle of a sports com- SITE FURNISHINGS 800-538-4018 [= ¢ www.dumor.com
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plex,” Burkhardt explained. “But if that’s appropriate for your area, I wouldn't spend any
more money than I had to.”

Fencing Fashions

Feneing is pretty statidard for smaller off lcash areas, bul some larger ones arc alsc left
unfenced. And dog parks are becoming more strategic in how they use fexlcil\g for smoother
park operation.

A number of the off-leash in Portland remain unfenced, but the city is reevalualing
thal approach in some parks. “The unfenced areas work prelty well in the quict neighbor
hood parks that don't have a lol of active use,” said Ryan. “Bul in parks with: a lol. of other
aclive use and amenities, ws're finding that fencing may be something we need to consider
more widely.”

A typical setup in many parks is two sets of gates at the cntry area, which allow pet own-
ers [o close the outside gate and unclip their dog before heading irto the main off-leash area.
But an emerging trend i some new parks is the us¢ of a separate exit area.

“One ol the problenis you can run into with a single galed area for dogs centirig into and
out of the park is that they have completely different energy levels,” VandenBerghe said
“Dogs are exciled to come in, and alittle less excited to leave. A scparale exil, gate can alle-
viate some ol (he crowding and meke it a little less stressful for the dogs.”

Likewise, Burkhardt is seeing many parks with a pond or other waler features place an
additional fence around the water to prevent dogs from making a break for the water Lhe
instant they’re unleashed. “Putting a fence around the pond conirols access, so thal, the per-
son makes fiie decision at:oul whether the dog goes in the water, not the dog,” he said.

More dog parks are also cordering off certain parks into small- and large-dog areas. This
approach is somelhing that Poriland has adopted upon pet-owner request in some of its

parks, and VandenBerghe is seeing this naiionally, as well.

melwemd fuly assemﬂed &Parl for all types of

% Ready to (ammect to uifities et friendly applications

“There are different play styles, and if you have a 70-pound dog and,
a 10- or 15-pound dog, the size diffcrence is substantial,” she said.
“You wani to make sure that the park users and their pets have a
good time, and sometimes Lhat means separating them out by
weight.”

Whether this is the best option can depend un the dog breed demss-
graphics and the needs of pet owners it your arca. “A lot of people
with small dogs wani them to be socialized with other dogs—they
don’t wani their dogs separated,” Burkhardt said. “If gets back to, is
there a community need or not? If we had a lot of poodles and shih-
tzus, maybe we'd do it, but most of our dogs are goldens and black
labs.”

Creature Features

As dog parks proliferate, they run the gamul from basic parcels of

(onm[l us land to elaborate pel playgrounds with ponds, spray featurcs, agility
(800)537-32” equipment and other amenities. But some basics are becoming niwore
W

W allpawspetwash.om
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standard, particularly those that keep pet owrers and their canine com-
panions cool and refreshed.

“As far as trends go, the biggest things that we see in our particular As dOg parkS prOﬁfel’ate, they run the
off leash areas are shade and water,” Burkhardt said. ’
Providing cover from the heat is especially important for pets and gamUt from baSIC parcels Of Iand to elabo'

owners in warmer climates. “We do a lot of work providing shade struc
turcs,” VandenBerghe said. “They make a huge difference for people

who still want to take their dog to the park when it's 100 degrees out- ili i
side. You definttely want to provide something—whether it's a shade features' aglllty eqUIpment and other

strucfure or trees.” amenities.
is less important in i:ore moderate climes. In fact, Portland typ-

ically avoids heavy tree canopy in sclecting dog park sites because of

the wet weather there and the

damage dog paws do to the [— —
ground.

But water is a welcome amenity
for all pets, and il can run the
gamut from a simple spigot and
water bowl, to more whimsical
spraying firc hydrarits, to deluxe
watering stations that include
leash hooks and hose attach-
ments for pet washing and
groundskeeper use.

Water fountain placement is
wmportant, since dogs often treat
any vertical element as a 1narking
post. “It doesn’t bother a dog if it's
a water fountain or 4 iree, and it
can become a rather unpleasant
experience after awhile,”
Burkhardl said. is parks include
fountains in the staging area
where the owners still have con-
trol of their pets for this reason.

Some of the nation’s more elab
orate dog parks are also adding
dog play amenities si s agility
equiptuent. “Providing those agili-
ty comnponents gives you an ouilet,
to work with your dogs, and helps
to build the relationship you have |
with your pet,” said
VandenBerghe. “It’s really fun and
it can give pecple an opportunity
to do more than just sit on a park
bench. They can be up runing
their dogs through the obstacle
course su they get exercise, too.”

According to VandenBerghe,

rate pet playgrounds with ponds, spray

“The Spread it & Forget it™
field stayed green, while
“averything else around
it was drying out and
turning brown. It was
really impressive.”
John Watt

tger, North Kansas City Sehool District, Kansas City, MO

ONE
Appli(ation-: b

Word is spreading. More and more turf managers
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DURATIONER
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are choosing a better way to fertilize. A single

application of Spread it & Forget it lasts up to 180

SPREAD iT. FORGET iT’

days, reducing the number of applications.

agility equipment for public « Save time, fuel and labor without sacrificing turf vigor. .
spaccs should not be (he profes- « Free up crews to camplete mare projects, calCuIate YOUI'
sional agility equipment used in . - ] -
e, « Economically keep your municipality green in the face of rising Square Foot
stuff is high and narrow.” she costs and environmental concerns. Advantage_
said. “You wanl (he equipment to ” .- - .
be an introduction to agility, and Consult with your distributor today for Go online to find Oljl[
you want people to be comfort A BETTER WAY TO FERTILIZE. how fewer applications
abile doing it with their dog even if can save you time,
they haven't done it belore.” labor and improve
When selecling agility equip- SPREAD IT FORGET IT your bottom line.
ment, her company suggests that fot greener turf al} season long

off-leash areas: Visit: DrivenByDuration.com

www.SpreaditandForgetit.com/Municipal

« Avoid equipment thel’s steep
or more than 3 feet high for dog
and child safety.
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Select equipment with stip-resistant surfaces. st rabid patrons. “I think the big trend is going to be programming and events, because

» Use rust- and rot-proof materials such as dog owners are at their dog parks so much, there’s a real opportunity to create some fun
heavy-gauge reinforced aluminum, powder—- stult and community around the amenity,” Ryan said.
coated supporlt posts and vandal-resistant Poriland has already started with events such as a dog-thered movie in the park complete
stainless steel hardware. with dog activities, a dog talent coiitest and a Humane Society appearance. “It’s looking for
« Choose adjustable challenges that can accom- ways to do some programming, whether it's training classes, more social events or a make-
1modate dogs of different sizes and abilities. your-own-dog-toy class,” Ryan said.
* Seek equipment covered by a comprehensive Charlestown County Parks and Recreation in South Carolina has been a leader in pet pro-
warranty. gramming. According to Matt Rosebrock, festival and event manager for the department, it
all slarted a decade ago—before the county even had a designated off leash area—with the
Pooch Programming debul, of a weekend extravaganza called Pet Fest.

The evenl annually draws between 5,000 and 6,000 people over two days in April at the
Palmetto Islands County Park It features performances by frisbee dogs, dock diving for
pets, dog shows, a dog magazine cover model contest and other pet contests. Tt also
1 includes a full pet expo with booths from vets, groomers, traincrs, pet suppliers, rescue
groups and adoption centers. And for the humans, there are jump castles and slides for the
kids and food and beverages for the adults.

In 2009, the department expanded its pet programming with a Yappy Hour on several
Thursdays in the warmer months at its largest dog park. While i’s $1 1o get into ike park,
the park doesn't charge extra for these events, which feature bands and beer sales. The firsi
event attracted 300 visitors, and now they average 1,000 attendees.

“They're just kind of n-brainer evenrs if you have a dog park,” said Rosebrock. “People
will come anyway, and it you provide beer and a band, it's always a good thing We make
some money off the beer revenue, and it’s a good give-back to those loyal dog park wvisitors.”

Buiding on th uceess, the deparlment will debut Pups, Yaps and Food Trucks this year,
another affer-work event. on select Thursdays wilh live music, beverages and three food
trucks outside the county’s second-largest dog park. The departinent also hosts an annual
Dog Day Affernocn at its Whirlin’ Waters Adveniure Waterpark the Sunday after the park
has closed 1o humans for the season.

“We close everything bul the wave pool and keep about a foot of water in the Tazy river,
and there's another kiddie pool that we also keep open,” Rosebrock said. Afler the dogs get
the day to splash around, the park water 1 drained for the season. Last year, more than 1,000
dogs and 2,000 people attended the event.

Parks departments are also starting to expiore
the pdssibilities of programiming for somé of their

Should We Unleash the Hounds?

Dog parks consume park space, cost money and require regular maintenance, but also
offer a variety of benefits. For one, they can create a stronger community of regular park-

see Thousands of Products goers. “It adds those eyes and ears on the park that really help us, especially during the
monihs when there’s not a whole lot happening,” Ryan said. “So it really docs activate the

g
park in a way rhat's positive.”
be so n cn m/ 1 80 Anecdotally, parks managers agree that dog parks also help encourage pet owners to pick

up after their dogs. Giving dogs places to run free also makes it casier to enforce existing
leash laws. And they oflen become one of a park’s most popular areas. “Our dog off leash
drea, for the size, 15 as heavily or more heavily used than our sports ficlds,” Burkhardt said.
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“It’s one of thosc things, if you build it, they'll come
and they won't leave.”

How much a park cosls car: vary greatly. Ryan esti-
mates that recent dog parks in Portland consisting of
a grassy area with fencing, a double-entry gate, a
maintenance gate, trast: cans, a dog-bag dispenser,
park sign, and gravel at the entry cosl. about $30,000,
while a high-end designed off-leash arvea can run
more than $100,000.

“It really depends on the kind of supplies you're
using. Is it farm fencing or ornamental iron? Are you
Just seeding an exisling plot of land or using decom-
posed granite? The features are the same but the
specifics are different, and that's where the very
wide cost variation comes in,” she said.

To help offset the cost of a dog park, several cony
panies offer high-profile contests and grani pro-
grams. These include Beneful’s $500,000 Dream Dog
Park Makeover, PetSafe’s Bark for Your Park
$100,000 prize (and $25,000 to two runuers-up) and
Nutro’s Room to Run Dog Park Appreciation
Praject, which gave $2,000 grants to 30 different dog
parks in 2012.

Today, parks often opt to work with landscape
architects to create fully designed dog parks, some
using innovative new approaches. For example, a
few dog parks in New York City are being designed
using colors tailored to dogs’ visual palette.

But whether it's a basic plot of dirt or a high-end
Dog Fancy award winner, a well functioning dog
park is something that community dog owners defi-
nitely appreciate. And the technologies and accumu-
lated knowledge now available give recreation man-
agers growing flexibility in creating a dog park that
fits their space and budget.

“Regardless of how much space you have, you can
slill have amenitics, it cax still be fun, and i, will still
be a draw for the community—whether you have
two acres or half an acre,” VandenBerghe said. “You
can still make it a funtastic park.” M

The Scoop on Pgop

I addition to being a foul-smelling pollutant, dog waste also presents operational chalienges
because it's heavy. For this reason, it can make sense to either consider sinaller waste cans at dog
park locations, or to go Jarger and truck the waste out. Partland installed deep cans that extend six
feet into the ground and are removed with a truck and lift. “That has helped us tremendously
because it cuts down on worker injury and lets us remove the waste less frequently,” Ryan said

To deal more sustainably with their dog waste, a few parks have recently even experimented with
composting. The Allan H. Trenian Marine State Park in tthaca, N.Y., gained coverage in The New York
Times for its efforts. And a private company based in Aurora, Colo., called EnviroWagg has taken the
idea significantly further.

EnviroWagg, founded in 2008, today takes the dog waste from five parks in nearby cities, as well
as from several dog daycares and a pet-scoop service. Collecting nearly three tons of waste a week,
EnviroWagg hauls it to a composting facility, composts the waste, and then sells the bags of com-
post and potting soil at local regional garden centers.

Dog waste contains pathogens that are potentially harmful to humans, so camposting it requires
some expertise. “You have to get all parts of it heated up to about 145 degrees to make sure you're
killing all the bad stuff,” said EnviroWagg owner Rose Seemann. It also needs to be tested and sea
soned to provide the right balance in terms of plant nutrients. “It actually produces very well—it
seems to have a lot of nitrogen and gives the soil a lot of comph.”

Seemann said that similar programs are in place in other countries with government support.
“But here, you have to make it into a viable business for it to work. We're going ta ramp up this
spring, produce more of it and start selling more of it,” she said. “It's kind of a test to see if this is
possible in different areas of the country.”

Meanwhite, some other dog parks are experimenting with another innovative approach: pracessing
the waste onsite. “The dog park 1s a unique place because all of the resource is brought there every
day. It collects the dug waste of the neighborhood. And then a truck has to come and take it to the
fandfill," said Matthew Mazzotta, a conceptual artist and the inventor of the Park Spark Project,
which he designed to create a dialogue ahout waste, the environment and community participation.

Mazzotta put two airtight 500-gallon methane digester tanks i a dog park in Cambridge, Mass.
Peaple could put the dog waste into the tanks and turn a hand crank to stimulate anaerabic diges-
tion. This turned the waste into methane, which was then burned to light a nearby street lamp.
Methane is 30 times more potent as a greenhouse gas than carbon dioxide, so burning it to produce
carbon dioxide and water is actually environmentally friendly—in addition to eliminating the need
to haul the waste to a landfill,

While Mazzotta's project was temporary, it has inspired others to attempt permanent solutions,
one example being a niethane digester in the Cosmo dog park in Gilbert, Ariz., where an underground
system employing the same principle is used. That approach has succeeded technologically, but
educating the public about the system has been the biggest hurdle to the project in its early stages.
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