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See NORTH MAIN, A4

north to the McKinley property

(tormerly P. Lansky & Sons scra-

The task force hired comsultant
Howard Deardorff, who prepared

from the M-14 overpass to the Streetfrom University Park at the

stretehing along the Huroa River
three alternatives for the area pro-

Maiden Lane bridge.

el e
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and uniform facade treatments for
¢ existing | busincsses: along '{Nor‘th"
I. MalnS§treet.! ", v doindo,in T
" * o Blkeways and - pedestrian
paths along the entire study arca,
with links to downtown and adja-,
* centnglghborhoods,” * " 0 S
© " mA - pedestrian/blke . bridge
crossing the rlver near ArgoDam, .
" m A 20-acre park on blulfs on ;
. west slde of North Maln Street

With the exception of the exten-
! slon of Huron River Drive through *
| ' Bandemer Park ~ the most con- :
' * troverslal element of the consenmis '
| * plan — most task force members*
' expressed delight with the process .

Nl

and the outcome. .
“1 have been tremendously im-
" pressed with the amount of public” |
. Input,” sald Andy Crawford, a task
, force member who owns property
l’along North Matn, Crawford sald

he was Initlally worried that he and
olher existing land owners would
Y be forced off thelr property by ma--
i Jor development interests, but he :
} Doted that Deardorf! and the task r
forco responded. to publle sentl- ; v
. lr;tne]nl ngainst such a change at thia
i time." ;
But at least one citizen who at- E‘avlllun
, tended the meetlng this week was
( uiut:aged with the task force deel-
glom, o, %, 3
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L Y'Basleally what Lhey've done Is

A ! they've’ commanded Howard
‘ g I {Deardorff) Lo come up with aplan :
{hat 1s very much unilke what the -

publle wanted," sald John Russell,
a long-Ume Ann Arbor resldent
“who llves near Argo Fond,

« Propased

R/ ol Wit
. Proposad - (0)

development *

** Russell sald that development tn- .

%

«Reeroational
focnl polnl 1

I,I s - Proposed padastrian e
vid / blkeway bridge | )‘)sﬁlm""d

« Exlniing development!
lohg tarm radevelopment

SExining -Proposed
rondway . rondwiy
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! lerests “commandeered” the task . .
.lorce, pushing thele own Interests | End the other wasdivided about It.
at the expense of public oplnfon, " Ituth Kraut, & task force mem-
* 1“1 don't think we got (the parks) | ber who works for Lhe Ecalogy Cen-
In the plan they ndopted because of . tor of Ann Arbor, sald =ho was "85
publle aploton, I think we gol them . percent eatistied" with the consen-

| 4 t. beeause of loglstlcs," Russell sald,
I: explulning that both the Hawkins
. property and the western bluffs are
- unsultable for development. h
[ _|' Russell, who led some of the
] } small group discusslons at public .
i meetings earller this month, added *

' + that citizens clearly did not want to "~

sus plan. But she added:
-~ " Ihink we-should have taken
{. stronger cues from the publle, I
+ don't buy that you go through the

publie process and then make decl-
sions based on what you want.”

"Other task force members, In-

.see & busy rond running (hrough ¢luding. Mayor Jerry Jernlgan,

e

| {; ral nrea fdontifled for passive re- "in additlon Lo nput from cltizona
| . ereatlon under the consensus plan, - ;
o Slx’ of élght - small discusslon ! . Task torce member Dan Jacobs,
groups at the publle meelings re- ' an Ann Arbor architect, sald he ta-
 Jecled the 1dea of the road, Dear- - yored Lhe road because it solved
. dorf sald. One group like the Idea ° man blema that now exlst In

| : ; et e L e o
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Bandemer Park, a 28 5-acre paiy-:  Bald they welghed several foclors

whoattended the publle meetlngs,
".the Aon Arbor Arca 2000 conler-

the North Mata Street area. While |
not ideal; a road through Ban-:
demer would minimlze trafflc and
safely problems at the Intersectlon
of North Maln and Huron River .
Drive, he sald, Jacobs added that :

* the road would provlde necesd fo .
the proposed river sportscenter.

- Denrdor{{ bas estimated that the :
road, with lla two bridges over the ;
Consolldated Rnllroad” Tracks, -

"would cost more than $4 millon,

For comparison, the boulevard
along North Mhin Is estimated at,
about $imillen,. . B !
. Maps and descriptions of the con-
sensus plan will be on display at.

ence taking place lomorrow from 9
a.m, to noon at Washlenaw Com-
munity College. voad
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'@Eg N meeting Iézst month, team mem-
w8 Lij: bers presdnted resulls of the first,
P 3 informatidn-gathering phase. The
86 o %% third and fourth phases Involve de-
B & &% veloping clonsensus and final plans.
- s @l While ome citlzens have. ex-
w O E 5 E:,._; pressed doncern about the diree-
Bgg H: %R;,: tlon they percetve Deardor(l to be
8 g - 8 #+t taking, mmst of those who altended
Bud g %' the presgntation last month are
i ;;E . ¥r taking awWalt-and-sce approach.
gag o afl  “We wemt to see all three of the
-’g'&:’ § = ! :-:- alternatiyes looked at seriously,”
353 a’ | WL sald Peter Long, who represents
] f %... the Ann:Arbor Area Chamber of
ERr- B ;. Commerke on he task force.
E o8 8 fi;-'—'. Long sild members of the busl-
E€w ¢L}- ness carpmunity could have been
g T';g E {i*% more wiely represented in the in-
SE g :E!.'E | Es+ formalidn gathering stage, and
2PE & 3% added thal he percelved a slant to-
AEBua Wi ward the conclusion that the nrea |
ERYEH 1 ot! should ;remaln nalural. But he
ﬁ_ﬁ% B S, iﬂ};- commended the Deardorff team’s
e 94 5 g - itis  professhonal analysls of a complex
ERog 8- wi- situatioh. -
% R £:31  Property owners along North g
) o =¥, Main 5:le they were pleased with [i
i R Deardoirff’'s analysis of the area, |
Bd%a Wy+ which called for beautification and §
=] g-g : 1%, landseaping but little change in ac-
SSES 11}7 tualuse of the stretch squeezed be- |8
aw E.E : i tween Morth Matn and the Consoll- B
‘é‘ £y ' M. ¢ dated Rallroad tracks.
o © 9 El .';} © The |sharpest critleism came
% {3t from Ilan Jacobs, co-convencr of
SERS &n ' the Anfy Arbor Area 2000 commit-
g‘% 5 g “ vy lee Inteirested In North Maln Street
Eeag! Y10+ and thé Huron River. In a letter to
B2 B 7 i the city lask force, Jacobs asked
; a0 g5 o that Deardorff place more empha-
Sga L s sls on, possibilities for public-pri-
= ‘é_ 2 B izi: valepartnerships.
g7289 | 301 Jacahssald this week that be has
o EE g ., #:. since discussed his concerns with
A ﬁ @ 3 o ri-. Deardbrif, and will reserve judg-
: 'ﬁa g . +: ment thitll he sees the alternatives.
i 'u‘};gﬂ . b Whike Deardorff continues hls i
EmdBodl work, jthe new owners of Lansky's H
8 E E g8 salvapie yard are proceeding with
J € i plans|to convert the scrap-yard M
P ﬂ& into *‘I. permanent home for the §
E 5 E & :> Michlgtan Artrain and a center for
=i - B 313 o oI nnn-p!;orilarts and communlly ser-
Hy - HES i vlce opganizations. The Artralnis a
&g EE 3 a1+ louritg art musewn in raliroad
& n.'§ s a3 cars.
q4 P ﬂ; Wer  Mclnley Foundatfon president
= B V2<* Ronald Welser sald Friday thal the §
§ 5.8 |da: gyl groug) intends to present a site plan,
z4g -acHi vl < to the clty by the end of February.
P 8 { !‘i] - Hobbg arid Black Assaclates Inc. Is
5vo58 .E 5] : }..;j . preparing the deslgn and has do-
8 t&% | i%  nated staff time to the project.
EREN - B _il:  DadiO'Leary, executlve director
2 ﬁoﬁﬁn © =i+ of thix Michlgan Artrain, sald he
E 3 _§ 3 ] . _‘{ »  hopel to bring the train to Jls new
E E‘a 5 a% d E‘ , 'llwmrrlI in August, followlng Its 1988
@ b, | tour - :
58 % BEE) i 1
T~
= EE G g
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1 whitmore ‘Lakb Ilond Uris pew "
..* 11 road would connect to North Malu time belore a public hearing to re- '
) fow Streetatlmkeshare Drive, .

" owned by Ilarry Hawkins, & local v,

 Convert the’ ‘entire Icnglh of
North ‘Maln Street into a houle- .

.« W Expand Riverside’ Pack onto vard, which would mean demollsh- i

,land now occupled’by the Detrolt ! Ing alx private homes and two busl-

. Edison'Co. The exlsting bullding ¥ pegses now - Iocuted on the west

could house a communily thealer

‘the current service yard cuuld be
., converted to a ball dlamond.,
W The? ‘Michigan Consolldated

: Gns'Cu property would instead .

{

0

|

_house a surface parking lot and an ..
"open-alr jce rink, with a surround- .
Ing tent to vxlcnd the skatlng sea-

i

son from fall until spring, The ta- .,

" ety ‘could 'be- used . as *an
amphitheater In the summer.

M The re-routing of Huron River.
Drhc provides opportunities for
major, long-term economle devel-

§ opment at the north end of North
1 Maln Street by allowlng for access
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 Alternatlve2: 17 -
Minimum Publle Acquisition

B This “status-quoe” alternative
calls for public space along the riv-
er to be obtained through ease-
ments from private developers.
The Michipan Consolidated Gas
and Detroit Edison parcels, which
would be used for medium- density
office or resldentlal development,
would ‘require 60-foot easements

1 and 100-foot bullding setbacks [rom |i
v theriver. A 75-foot casement would |*

“be requested for the Hawkins prop-
erty,'which would likely remain In

yItscu.rrentllghtlnduatrlaluse ’
B A water sporls center would |

be located at the twrth end ol Ban-
dcmer Park, -
1 m A terty wou!d ﬂhultle visllam

across Argo Pond. -

»'% m The allgament of mn]or roads
does not change, But esthetle Im-
provement of the North Maln corri-
dor could be achleved through
landscaping and bcautl!lcatlun {
exlstlngbullgilngs Pt
il Mternative 3
Pub!lc I‘rlvnte Partnerships

} mSell the north end of Ban-
demer Park for low-density devel-
opment such as office or motel
space, and use the money to buy
the nearhy Hawkins property,
which could house a parking lot,
wnlcr sports center and lce skatlng
rink. The Bandemer development

would require a 150- loot setback .

from the river.

W Develop access {o the Ban-|

demer and Hawkins properties by

extending the old Main Street trom

s!upc of North Maln

) | Devela the Mlchjgan Consoll
dnted Gas zmd Detrolt Edlson par-
cels for'office. or residential use,
* with bulldings rio higher than elght
" to ten storles. The bulldings closest
" to the rlver would be no more,
_than{ive or slx stnrles

H As in the secnnd alternatlve,
“public space along the river would

b be ohtn!ned Lhrnngh eascment*s

" “What we're looking at is Iand
* usé, present and proposed, clreula-

Deardorf! sald he will use the
..{ine maps that show the Lhree pro-
“posals. The steering committee of |
‘the North Maln Task Force must ;
’ also deckde bow It wants Lo collect
ideas from local people on which
allemal.lve they preter. e

“tion of vehlcles, present and pro-
posed, and clrculation of pedeslrl
present and proposed,”
Denrdorrt sald, “When you com-
bine all that, over three altema‘
tlvcs It'sa lot to take in.” l

The sleering committee wlll re-|
schedule” the publlc lorum this”
week hesald. '

S e - w T
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!—’ubllc forum to weu h
‘3 North Main shategles

'_: By JANET COHEN ~* § | Uy
" MEWS STAFF RETORTER '

_.Ann Arbor residents soon will

be presented with three possible
. alternatlves for the redevelop-

ment of unsiphily North Main
Street, one of the major corrl-
dors Into and out of the clty.

** Consultant Howard Deardor[f

has deslgned plans Intended to °

“Improve Norlh Maln's appear-

ance, provide public access o

- the Huron River and stimulate
‘economic development in that

part of Ann Arbor.

A public meeting to discuss
the plans had been scheduled
for this week, but it has been
postponed to give members of

' the eity’s North' Maln Task

Force more time to review the

' proposed alternatives,
. Deardorff, president of Dear- °
dorff Deslgn Resources, Inc,,

presented three general propos-
als for the North Main area

~when the task force met Jan, 14.

. Hipghliphts ‘of those alterna-

-. tivesare nullmedhelow. 1"

Altenmtlve 1: '
Maximum PubIIc Acqu!s!llon

B Use all riverfront parcels

‘" for publle park space. This

would create more than 80 acres
of continuous parkland between
the Malden Lane Bridge and the

.M-14 overpass. (Gallup Park is

83 acres, by comparlson). In ad-
dition, these parcels would be
direclly linked by bicycle and
; pedestrian pathways to about
'500 acres of exisling parks, n-
cluding Barton, Blrd l!llls. Hunt
and Wheeler.

B Extend Huron River Drive
east from its current route,
abollshing the interseetion with
North Maln Street nenr M-14.
Instead, the road would eurve
along the river, under the M-14
overpass, through Bandemer
_Park and fotersect with North
Main Street where Lnkcshorc
Drive nowdoes, ..

M Make North Maln Stmet a
houlevard for about 800 feet be-

‘tween the former Lansky Junk-

yard and the freeway ramp by
moving the inbound traffic
‘lanes to the west.

@ Bulld a river sports center
and parcking lot south of Ban-

See NORTH MAIN, A9
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PARK PLANS

. Bandemer is great nature area
- that will dress up North Main

The development of Bandemer Park, 28 acres along the

Huron River, not only has potential as one of Ann Arbor’s
best natural recreation areas but also is a keystone in the
beautification of the city’s entryway along North Main
Street.

Thus, it is with relief that the Ann Arbor Parks Advisory
Commission has finally approved Phase I of the develop-
ment plan. Because of resistance from some members of
the Bandemer citizens task force, the plans have been
moving slowly, and we have been worried that the con-
struction season might come and go and the state grants
lapse before a decision was reached.

() Parking
areas

We believe

- strongly that Ban-
demer should be
developed as a na-
ture park, with its
vegetation and
wildlife preserved
as much as possi-

" ble. We also be-

the entire commu-

including paved
trails accessible to
' the handicapped,

E . sheltered picnic
— AN <| - areas and paths
HUg &|  for walking, biking
2| andrunning. -
- We don’t think it
NEWS MAP

should become a
heavy-access park with slides and swings, but some task
force members have been overly zealous in their efforts to
limit access, trails, disturbance of the “natural” weeds and
tangled underbrush. Some even went so far as to question
the need for removing debris, which includes broken con-
crete, old tires, box springs, etc. Their contern was that by
removing the debris some of the natural vegetation might

be disturbed. The trade-off might have been someone . .

stumping over rubble near a nature trail and breaking a

. rm e

nity, which means’

b E s,
|

lieve that it should
be built to serve -

«.; river overlooks, :
- adequate parking,"

1.
)
o

We are pleased with the plan for Phase I in final form
and believe that it answers the major concern of natural-
ists without sacrificing the goal of building a park for all
members of the community to enjoy. F '

Phase I calls for development of the northern third of
{the park, which abuts M14 and has a half mile of frontage
on Huron River. It would include a parking lot for a maxi-
mum of 40 cars and sets a goal of having no structures visi-
ble from the river by persons in canoes. It calls for only one
river access point/canoe landing, which will enable the
parks staff to evaluate the need for more access points in
future phases.

Disturbance to existing vegetation and wildlife will be

G minimized under Phase I, but the final plan does not pre-

vent the use of large-sized equipment to remove debris, as
some had proposed. The restored wetlands under the M-14
bridge will be preserved.

As part of the compromise, task force members will still
be involved in overseeing construction to ensure that the
backhoe drivers are careful. That is reasonable, especially '
if t{ze continuation of the committee enables more pubic in-
put. ;

The Phase I development plan will be financed with

. $430,000 from the Mary Couper Bandemer estate and a

$380,000 grant from the state’s Quality of Life Renovation
Bond. The dream of Bandemer Park has been in the mak-
Ing for over 10 years. When it goes to City Council next -

“month, we hope it wins speedy approval. Bandemer Park

will enhance the North Main area and offer a place of tran-
quility for Ann Arbor residents. ¥




